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Crisis in Korea 


rt MILITARY reverses of American troops in 
Korea cannot be ascribed wholly to the diffi- 
cult terrain and problems of logistics. It is true 
that we are outnumbered and that the United 
Nations forces have as yet had no adequate op- 
portunity to bring in men and supplies in ap- 
preciable numbers. But it also becomes increas- 
ingly apparent that we are suffering a serious 
political set-back. American correspondents on 
the scene agree in describing the high fighting 
morale of the North Koreans and the compara- 
tive apathy of the South Koreans whom we are 
liberating at such bitter cost. Even without the 
testimony of qualified observers on the spot, we 
could not escape the question as to why North 
Koreans are proving to be redoubtable soldiers, 
whereas more than twice as many South Koreans, 
people of the same stock, hardly figure in the 
news as a serious opposing force. Again one can- 
not reduce the difference solely to the military 
preparedness of the North. It is difficult to es- 
cape the conclusion that the regime of Syng- 
mann Rhee, established with American backing, 
does not enjoy popular support, and that appar- 
ently we have been no more successful in making 
palatable a reactionary government in South 
Korea than in China. If there is any lesson that 
we should learn from our experience in China. 
and Korea it is that the nationalist and social 
ferment of Asia’s millions will not be settled by 
strategic bombing. 

We know that influential sections of the State 
Department and of the Military warned against 
American involvement in the Asiatic mainland. 
No less a figure than Secretary of State Acheson 
stated a few months ago that Korea was outside 
America’s vital strategic perimeter, and conse- 
quently not worth the immense expenditure of 
blood and treasure that would be required to 
hold it. Yet now we find ourselves in a desperate 
struggle to hold an “indefensible” line and with 
an additional commitment to defend Formosa 
against Communist China. And we cannot avoid 
the bitter realization that despite our immense 
sacrifices and difficulties, we are not winning the 
gratitude or the confidence of the Korean 
population. 

We know how we were cast in this unenviable 
role; Soviet Russia bears a heavy responsibility 
for turning the cold war into a hot one on one 
front, and so bringing closer the danger of a 
general conflagration. The line which separates 
the two great hostile blocs at various sensitive 
spots around the ‘globe may be an artificial one. 
The division of Korea, or for that matter Berlin, 


is arbitrary; one can understand an impulse for 
unification coming from either side of the barrier. 
But the fact remains that the imaginary line is 
a potent reality in the present world picture. 
When the North Korean force crossed the 
Thirty-eighth Parallel much more became in- 
volved than the unification of Korea or the will 
of its people. The line that had been crossed 
was not the fortuitous one between two parts 
of Korea but the explosive boundary between the 
East and West, between a militant communism 
and the democracies. This act of aggression was 
primarily directed against world peace. A lit 
match had been tossed into a combustible world 
—an act for which Moscow must take the blame. 


THERE Is a remarkable similarity between the 

events of 1950 in Korea and those that took 
place in Europe in 1940. The North Korean in- 
vaders have a resounding slogan, “Unification 
of the Country.” It is an appeal that arouses 
enthusiasm in Korea and evokes sympathy else- 
where. Hitler, too, began with efforts to “unite” 
the German territories of Europe. Were Vienna 
and Danzig and Memel and Saarbrucken less 
German than Seoul is Korean? The North Kor- 
eans are meeting with little opposition south of 
the Thirty-eighth Parallel in 1950. Hitler’s 
forces met still less resistance in Austria, the 
Sudetenland and Memel. 

In the present condition of a world divided 
into two hostile camps, each of which has atomic 
weapons at its disposal, we have reached a stage 
where aggression must be stopped at all costs, 
lest it spread to the critical point at which the 
atom bombs begin to explode. The instrument 
agreed upon to halt such aggression is the United 
Nations and it is incumbent upon all nations 
to accept its major edicts even at the price of 
what they believe to be their legitimate interests. 

We live in a time when the will of any single 
people must be subordinated to the vital inter- 
ests of humanity as a whole. There is no doubt 
that the Germans of the Sudetenland were over- 
whelmingly in favor of being united with Nazi 
Germany. Yet the interests of the whole world 
and, ironically enough, also the interests of the 
Sudeten Germans themselves, would have been 
served much better had this desire remained un- 
fulfilled. World War II might have been averted. 
Scores of millions now dead would still be alive 
and the Sudeten Germans, now refugees, would 
have continued to enjoy freedom and prosperity 
within the borders of a democratic Czechoslo- 
vak republic. 








The world as organized in the United Nations 
has a right to say to the Korean people: “Wait. 
Your unification can be attained through nego- 
tiation and a democratic election under the au- 
spices of the United Nations. Rather a Korea 
divided for another few years than the unleash- 
ing of forces of military aggression that might 
lead to the destruction of all humanity.” 


Prosas_y russia blundered in underestimating 
the immediacy of American reaction just as 
we erred in underestimating the nature of 
the resistance that we would encounter. Unless 
we assume that the Kremlin considers this a 
propitious moment for launching World War 
III, there must be considerable heart-searching 
in Stalin’s entourage. While these words are be- 
ing written, Russia’s proposals to the Security 
Council are still unknown. But whatever these 
may be, the possibility of a settlement should 
not be wholly discounted. India’s offer of media- 
tion may not be acceptable in all details; the 
question of Red China’s membership in the 
United Nations can be dealt with separately, but 
certainly Nehru’s efforts to find a peaceful solu- 
tion and avert a world catastrophe should not 
be too lightly dismissed. Particularly because 
they stem from Asia’s most populous country, 
these attempts carry a moral authority which 
the West cannot ignore. India’s identification 
with United Nations policy in Korea is of inesti- 
mable worth toward enlisting the sympathy of 
the Asiatic peoples and of persuading them that 
questions of international policy rather than 
unbridled “imperialist” ventures are at stake. 
Obviously, Russia will not fail to exploit the 
propaganda opportunities of her return to the 
Security Council to the utmost. The bellicose 
tone of Malik’s first major address—a typical 
attack on American “war-mongers” and “‘ag- 
gressors” was hardly calculated to lower the in- 
ternational temperature. The dove of peace has 
not flitted nearer the earth’s surface as the re- 
sult of the first session of the Security Council 
under Soviet chairmanship. But by vehemently 
calling for a “‘peaceful settlement” of the Korean 
question, Malik is in a position to appear before 
Asia as the bearer of a rejected olive branch. 


UNForTUNATELY, we appear to be considerably 

less adept in estimating world sentiment. We 
have chosen this moment to aid Franco. The 
Senate has voted Spain 100 million dollars, and 
there is every indication that the action will be 
sustained by the House and the President. By 
this step fascist Spain, now excluded from the 
United Nations, is being brought back into the 
great community of the Western democracies 
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which she had flouted. There are also indication, 
that we are reversing ourselves on the question 
of further support for Chiang Kai Shek—, 
policy abandoned as futile months ago. Nov jt 
appears that the star of Chiang is again in th 
ascendent. Aid to Chiang means the extension 
of our military commitments to Formosa, 
though not so long ago the highest government 
circles had declared the island to be “‘indefen;. 
ible” and outside our vital sphere of interest, 
It is no secret that the State Department 
not happy about this development. The more 
closely we become identified with reactionary 
regimes in the East or the West, the more dubiow 
will be our political commitments and the more 
arduous and unpredictable our military com. 





mitments. It is a vicious circle into which 
we will be sucked at an accelerated tempo. With | 
a full regard for our responsibility as the cham. | 
pion of the democratic peoples and the demo- | 
cratic way of life we must determine the line | 
where our true political interests and our mili- | 
tary resources coincide. Without such a clear- 
cut demarkation we run the terrible danger of 
squandering our economic and human treasure 
without the assurance that the loss has been 
suffered for the maintenance of our genuine 
ideals and our ultimate strength. Alliances with 
Chiang and Franco can only deflect us from 
our course. 

As the world enters the tail-spin into the) 
abyss of World War III, it is still not too late. 
Let Russia call back the North Koreans to the 
Thirty-eighth Parallel. Let the United States 
show a more sensitive understanding of realities 
in Asia and of her own power to shape these. 
Above all, let the United Nations, conceived 
by a tormented world as its hope and bulwark, 
become the tribunal for peaceful deliberation | 
instead of a diplomatic extension of the battle. | 
front. We know that this formula is both too | 
simple, and not simple enough. But time 3 
running out. 








Israel's Policy | 


PE tsewHene in this issue we reproduce Foreign 
Minister Sharett’s statement on Israel’s poli- 
cy in regard to Korea. As a country of the Mid- 
dle East, Israel has a particular concern in the 
destiny of Asia. It is not surprising that Israel 
herself a creation of the United Nations, should| 
firmly uphold the United Nations’ action t0 
check aggression. The Jewish State knows from 
bitter experience how costly unchecked aggres- 
sion can be. No doubt many a citizen of Israe 
now wonders why the international body which 
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is displaying such energy in the matter of Korea 
found it impossible to create a force for the 
defense of Jerusalem when the Holy City was 
being shelled by Arab invaders. But this memory 
in no way weakens Israel’s conviction that the 
instrument of international authority must be 
upheld. The failure of the Arab States to identi- 
fy themselves with United Nations policy on 
Korea once more highlights the nature of the 
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support that the democracies can expect from 
the Arab powers; their consistent anti-demo- 
cratic record remains unchanged. 

We also call attention to the Resolution of 
the Labor Zionist Organization of America 
printed elsewhere in this issue. Like Mapai in 
Israel, the American Labor Zionists support their 
government and United Nations policy on 
Korea. 


The Future of Soviet Jewry 


by Bezalel Sherman 


N° RELIABLE information is available concern- 
ing the number of Jews living today out- 
side the borders of the State of Israel. We may 
nevertheless assume that the figures generally 
cited are not altogether imaginary and are based 
on some sort of statistical data. This does not 
hold, however, for the Jews in the Soviet Union. 
Here we deal only with individual estimates 
which are frequently but an expression of pious 
hopes. Lacking an alternative we must never- 
theless reckon with these estimates and assume 
that about two million Jews now live in the 
USSR. If we add to these another six hundred 
thousand living in the satellite countries of East- 
ern Europe, it will become evident that twenty 
four percent of all the Jews in the world— 
twenty six percent if Israel is excluded—live 
within the zone of Soviet rule or influence. These 
percentages are based on the common assump- 
tion of a Jewish population in the world of 
eleven million. 

Under present circumstances it is a matter of 
indifference whether there are one, two or three 
million Jews in the Soviet Union. What is im- 
portant is that these Jews are so many individuals 
and do not constitute a community. Within the 
Soviet Union there is not a trace of Jewish or- 
ganization, institutions, internal collective ac- 
tivity or the slightest participation in world wide 
Jewish activities. There are no locally organized 
Jewish communities nor is there any contact 
with Jews in other lands. The Jewish press has 
been liquidated. Jewish literature is no more. 
Jewish intellectuals have been eradicated. Jew- 
ish cultural activity has been suppressed. No 
institutions of Jewish education are in existence. 
All Jewish people’s movements are forbidden. 
Jewish national aspirations are taboo. Whatever 
still remains of Jewish religion has for the most 
part been introduced from the territories recent- 
ly annexed by the Soviet Union and even this is 
confronted with biological extinction. Hebrew 
is forbidden. Yiddish is vanishing. In what sense 


are Soviet Jews today a part of the Jewish people 
as a whole? Try as one might it is impossible to 
escape the conclusion that Soviet Jews no longer 
exist as a community. The same fate awaits the 
Jews in the Soviet satellite countries. 

Apologists for the Soviet Union have been 
laboring to explain the lack of all contact be- 
tween Jews of the Soviet Union and of the 
United States on the basis of the cold war be- 
tween East and West. They justify this com- 
plete severance of relations by saying that anti- 
Communist elements among American Jews pre- 
vent such contact. But these apologists forget, 
intentionally, that there is no more contact be- 
ween the Jews of the Soviet Union and those of 
such Communist countries as Poland, Rumania, 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia. anymore than 
there is with the United States, Canada, Argen- 
tina or Israel. They likewise overlook the fact 
that Soviet Jews are not only prevented from 
reading the anti-Communist Jewish Daily For- 
ward, but also the Communist Morning Freiheit, 
that works of pro-Communist Ikuf authors are 
just as taboo in the USSR as the works of non- 
Communist authors affiliated with the Jewish 
Cultural Congress. Furthermore, Jews in Mos- 
cow have no more contact with Jews in Kiev 
or Minsk than with those of New York, War- 
saw or Tel Aviv. The matter of contact between 
Soviet Jews and those abroad is thus not depend- 
ent on ideologies. It is an outgrowth of Com- 
munism itself. The Soviet government will not 
permit Jews to do what it does not permit its 
other citizens. Formally the Soviet government 
practices equality between Jew and non-Jew. 
Actually its practices are not so equalitarian, and 
apologists for the Soviet Union choose to over- 
look the difference. Thus it is clear that Russia 
will remain a Russian country even if it severs 
its contacts with the outside world. Poles in 
Poland will not be nationally obliterated even 
though they are forbidden to maintain contact 
with Poles abroad and they lack freedom at 
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home. Jews of the Soviet countries, on the other 
hand, must inevitably cease to be Jews if they 
are cut off from other Jews throughout the 
world and are at the same time deprived in the 
land of their residence of all opportunity for 
group existence. 


THE sovieT sector of the dispersion is unique 

in Jewish annals. Here Jews are not forced 
into a ghetto nor is one compelled to remain a 
Jew against his will. The characteristic trait of 
the Soviet scheme of affairs is that it introduces 
the Jews into the general pattern of regimenta- 
tion and transforms their Jewishness into an 
object of state utility. For the first time in 
history we are confronted with the phenomenon 
that a person is a Jew when the ruling political 
party orders him to be such, and he ceases to be 
a Jew when the same party thus decrees. It is 
clear that a great many Jews undergo these hu- 
miliating metamorphoses only externally and in 
their hearts remain devoted Jews. But under 
pressure of communist rule the number of those 
for whom these changes are not mere tragi- 
comedy is increasing. This is evident from the 
behavior of the large number of Jewish fellow 
travellers in the democractic countries where 
they have no occasion to fear police persecution 
or repressions should they fail to conform. The 
new element in Jewish experience that has been 
introduced by the Soviet system consists in eradi- 
cating within Jews all intellectual or emotional, 
national or social, spiritual or ethical attitude to- 
ward their Judaism. The Judaism of these does 
not stem from awareness or feeling; instead 
it pours like water from a tap which is turned 
on or off by the Communist party as its exigen- 
cies require. Jews in other countries have al- 
ways made the highest sacrifices and fought 
with all their strength in order to remain Jews. 
Such a struggle would be hopeless in the Soviet 
Union, even were they to feel inclined to em- 
bark upon it. Sovietism undermines the resist- 
ance potential of the Jews and reduces their 
Judaism to a thing lacking meaning, value and 
dignity. It might not even be worthwhile to 
fight for this kind of Jewishness. Soviet Jews— 
and soon also those inhabiting the Soviet satellite 
countries — are thus rapidly transformed into 
spiritual nudists. This nudity is still regretted 
and disparaged insofar as there still exist large 
numbers of Jews who have been brought up 
in Jewish homes, have obtained a Jewish educa- 
tion and still possess a measure of sensitivity to 
Jewish needs and interests. Coming generations 
will not even know that they are naked. They 
will have no idea that they had been stripped 
of something. 
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All this is a consequence of the political con. 
ditions prevailing in the Soviet Union, where 
everything must be transmitted through the 
mechanism of state control. In the Soviet Union 
there is no room for any kind of voluntary com- 
munity. It should be added, however, that pre- 
vailing conditions in the USSR were not the 
only factor contributing to the ruin of Soviet 
Jewry. The attitude of Communism toward 
the Jewish question played a no less significant 
role. 

Recently many Jews have been confusing the 
political support of the Soviet government for 
the establishment of a Jewish state in a part of 
Palestine with ideological acceptance of Zion- 
ism by the Communist movement. In the midst 
of the enthusiasm aroused by Gromyko’s historic 
speech at Lake Success which played a decisive 
role in the UN decision of November 29, 1947, 
it was not noticed that he spoke of Jewish suffer- 
ing in Western Europe. Anyone even faintly 
familiar with Soviet pronunciamentos who rea- 
lizes that not a single word is ever inserted ac- 
cidentally, could have read the future course 
of events in Gromyko’s speech: the prohibition 
of Jewish emigration from Eastern Europe. (So 
far as the Soviet Union is concerned this pro- 
hibition had been in effect for some time pre- 
viously.) The Soviet government took the at- 
titude that those Jews who needed it—the Jews 
of the capitalist western countries—had the 
right to constitute themselves as a Jewish nation 
in Israel. But this was not to be construed that 
the Jews of the world were one people. The 
Jews in the Soviet zone in particular were not 
part of this people. This was ever the Commv- 
nist view. The surprise caused by Ilya Ehren- 
burg’s famous article which denied that the 
Jews were a people was therefore unmerited. In 
this article Ehrenburg merely parroted what out- 
standing communist spokesmen had said before 
him. 

As far back as 1903 Lenin said: “The scienti- 
fically absolutely unfounded idea concerning a 
distinct Jewish nation has a reactionary political 
significance .. . The idea of a Jewish ‘nationality’ 
runs counter to the interests of the Jewish pro- 


letariat because directly and indirectly it arouses | 
within it a mood that is hostile to assimilation, | 


a “ghetto” mood.”* 


In 1913 Stalin wrote: ““What sort of a nation 
. .. is a Jewish nation that consists of Georgian, 
Daghestanian, Russian, American and other 
Jews, the members of which do not understand 
each other (since they speak different languages), 
inhabit different parts of the globe, will never see 


* V. I. Lenin and J. V. Stalin, Against the Bund. White 
Russian Scientific Academy. Minsk, 1934. pp. 36-7. 








AUGU 
each 


Sta 
form 
(at t 
Dem« 
had k 
that 
adde 
that 
natio 


LEN: 


assim 
quest 
shoul 
ment 
the 
was 
by 1 
retar 
work 
socia 
no J 
pend 
not | 
very 
ter-1 
geoi! 
of tl 
In 
acts 
dem 
peor 
Jew: 
Thr 
sible 
mod 
it se 
the 
the 
was 
Kali 
date 
cam 
decl 
Wo! 
hist 
ted 


Ques: 


N TIER 


con- 
v here 
1 the 
Inion 
com- 
pre- 
t the 
Oviet 
ward 
icant 


> the 
t for 
rt of 
“ion- 
nidst 
toric 
isive 
947, 
ffer- 
ntly 
rea- 


urse 
tion 


pro- 
pre- 

at- 
lews 
the 
tion 
that 
The 
not 
nu- 
‘en- 
the 

In 
jut- 
‘ore 


1ti- 


Ba 
ical | 


ity’ 
ro- 


Ses | 


On, 


ion 
in, 
rer 


nd 
3), 


see 





ite 


AucusT, 1950 


each other, will never act together, whether in 
time of peace or in time of war.”** 


Stalin wrote the above in connection with the 
formulation of the program of the Bolsheviks 
(at that time they still called themselves Social 
Democratic Party) for the various peoples who 
had been enslaved by Czarism. To make it clear 
that this program did not apply to Jews, Stalin 
added: ‘No, it is not for such paper ‘nations’ 
that the Social Democratic Party draws up its 
national program.” 


LENIN, Stalin and other Communist leaders 

visualized the disappearance of the Jews and 
assimilation as the sole solution to the Jewish 
question. It was therefore inevitable that they 
should look upon every Jewish national move- 
ment as a reactionary manifestation that hinders 
the process of assimilation. Even the “Bund” 
was thus not acceptable to them, because 
by its very organization of Jewish workers it 
retarded the process of assimilation. Only the 
working class of a nation is entitled to a separate 
socialist party, Lenin, taught his disciples. Since 
no Jewish nation exists there can be no inde- 
pendent Jewish proletarian party. It is, hence, 
not surprising that Communists have from the 
very beginning declared Zionism to be ‘‘a coun- 
ter-revolutionary movement of the Jewish bour- 
geoisie,” to quote the formula of a resolution 
of the Comintern. 

In hundreds of statements and in countless 
acts during half a century Communists have 
demonstrated their belief that Jews are not a 
people and that it is the revolutionary duty of 
Jewish socialists to hasten Jewish assimilation. 
Throughout Communist literature it is impos- 
sible to find a single instance of deviation or of 
modification of this standpoint. Only twice did 
it seem as if a change was being introduced in 
the attitude of the Soviet government toward 
the Jews within its borders. The first time it 
was in connection with Biro Bidjan which, as 
Kalinin at first formulated it, aimed to consoli- 
date Soviet Jews into a nationality. Nothing 
came of Biro Bidjan, and still less of Kalinin’s 
declaration. The second time occurred during 
World War II when tanks were named after 
historical Jewish personalities and it was permit- 
ted to admire the heroism of the Jewish people. 
The historical personalities, though dead for 
hundreds of years, have now been banished from 





** Joseph Stalin: Marxism and the National and Colonial 
Question. International Publishers, New York. pp. 11-12. 
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the Soviet Union, and as far as Jewish heroism 
is concerned there is no one left to admire it. 
When Ehrenburg now states that Soviet Jews 
have nothing in common with Israel and that 
they reject any idea of idelogical or organiza- 
tional ties with Zionism, he reflects recent de- 
velopments within the Soviet Union in regard to 
the Jewish population. Lenin’s program for the 
hasty submergence of Jews in the environment 
is now being put into practice. Since Biro Bid- 
jan was a failure and the war is over, what is 
there to hinder the Soviet government from 
solving the Jewish question in accordance with 
Communist principles, by creating conditions 
favorable for the disappearance of the Jews? 
Stalin has taught that a Communist state must 
control elemental forces—this is perhaps his most 
important contribution to socialist theory. If 
the assimilation of the Jews is desirable, then it 
should be accomplished in planned fashion and 
the entire power of the state should be put at 
the service of this program. This explains why 
all possible sources of Jewish cultural develop- 
ment have been cut off and why Soviet Jewry 
is being spiritually pulverized. 

One should not rule out the possibility of a 
change for the better sometime in the future. 
But time is a decisive factor in this respect. Rus- 
sians, Poles, Czechs, Rumanians, Hungarians can 
wait. Jews cannot. If more favorable conditions 
for Jewish survival in the Soviet Union should 
come into being within the next five, ten or 
fifteen years, it would still be possible to salvage 
much for Jewish survival. Should more than 
one generation pass under present conditions, it 
will be too late. There will remain no raw mate- 
rial from which to forge anew Jewish group 
existence. 

The obliteration of the Jewish nation in the 
Soviet Union is being accomplished from both 
ends. At one end the political structure of the 
Soviet regime objectively precludes all forms of 
Jewish organization within the country and all 
communication with Jews outside. At the other 
end there is the consuming fire of Jewish na- 
tional nihilism: assimilation, intermarriage, in- 
difference to Jewish affairs, complete lack of 
a feeling of responsibility as Jews, uprooting of 
the Jewish milieu, estrangement from the Jewish 
cultural heritage and the Jewish religion, op- 
position to the very idea that the Jews constitute 
a people. All of these deprive the individual 
Jew of any subjective desire to preserve Jewish 
life. One quarter of the entire J-wish people is 
being consumed by these two fires. 
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Reflections on the Jewish Situation 
Part Vi: FAITH AND FORM 


by Ludwig Lewisohn 


I 


iy MAY BE well at this point to recall some of 

the insights at which we have arrived. For 
from now. on we will have to confront the con- 
temporary mind with difficult decisions. Sev- 
eral generations have been alienated from the 
true life of man. A distorted Utopia, reaching 
into the past, stretching out into the future, 
has been substituted for a realistic picture of 
what man is and of what his life and destiny 
are.. So college students, both Christians and 
Jews (for this thing, this blight, is universal), 
rightly desiring answers to the eternal questions: 
What is Man? What must he do? How are we 
to attain integrity, hope, tranquility, redemption 
— college students, the children of this year 
and date, elect to study the so-called “social sci- 
ences”. They still hope that by tinkering with 
techniques, institutions, statistics, they can 
achieve the inner tranquility and joy which they 
seek. They have forgotten that literature alone 
paints a true picture of man, that philosophy 
alone can introduce them to the realms of mean- 
ing and value for which, without knowing it, 
they ache; that religion alone can lead them into 
an harmonious acceptance of man’s destiny. 
The parents of these children have nearly all 
grown up with the notion that man can act 
differently without being different and that life 
can be more nobly shaped by the same blind 
and unredeemed will. So-called Christians and 
so-called Jews agree on these melancholy and 
hopeless notions. It is at this crucial point that 
further reasoning must start. And so it is at 
this point that we may first sum up what we 
have found to be more in agreement with reality. 


We found, first, that the old Emancipation 
of Jews is bankrupt. And this is so because both 
the emancipators and the emancipated misun- 
derstood the nature of the problem. Both hoped 
that the Jewish people would disappear or 
dwindle to a mere sect. Both innocently enough 
strove after this end. A few unteachable people 


Note: Dr. Lewisohn’s challenging series, “Reflections on 
the Jewish Situation,’ which appeared in recent issues of the 
Jewish Frontier will be included in his forthcoming book: 
“The American Jew: Character and Destiny” to be published 
on November 2, 1950, by Farrar, Strauss & Co. The book will 
contain new material in addition to the articles which we have 
been privileged to present to our readers. 


still do so, undeterred by the vast, the tragic, 
the miraculous answers of history: the mount- 
ing fury of anti-Semitism during the height of 
the emancipatory period; its ineffable culmina- 
tion in the destruction of one third of the Jewish 
people; the counter self-emancipation to Jew- 
ishness and the triumph of that movement in 
the establishment of the Third Commonwealth. 


We sought and found an explanation for these 
occurrences, for these events. We found that 
the Jewish people is one among the peoples of 
the world, differentiated from the other peoples, 
as those are from each other, not by any biologi- 
cal characteristics but by psychological and moral 
ones. We found, in brief, that people differs 
from people as personality differs from person- 
ality and shares with personality the central 
trait of the identity of character with destiny. 
We found, finally, by the irrefutable facts of 
history that the Jewish people is different from 
all the other peoples by virtue of its endurance, 
acknowledged by all Christendom, both friend 
and foe, as an historic experience, as a matter 
of direct knowledge. And this endurance across 
the ages, especially during the ages of dispersion 
and persecutions; this ability to die a thousand 
deaths and achieve a thousand resurrections even 
to this very hour in history, we found to con- 
stitute a uniqueness, a singularity, which neces- 
sarily inheres in that original character of the 
Jewish people which determines its destiny. 


NEXT we came upon another matter of univer- 

sal experience, namely, that no Jew can 
understand himself and his station in the world 
and his fate nor learn how to live a whole or 


integrated life who does not penetrate and make | 


his very own this knowledge of the uniqueness, 
of the singularity of the Jewish people. Only 
by accepting this fact or, rather, by not repress- 
ing it, for as fact it admits of no dispute, can a 
Jew understand the failure of the Emancipation, 
the birth of Israel, his own immediate situation 
in the world and the necessities of that situation. 
Only by a constant awareness of this fact within 
the historic process can a Jew answer that ques- 
tion asked by all Jews everywhere today for 
themselves and their children: How are we to 
live? What is our hope? How shall we shape 
our future? What is our relation to our brothers 
in the State of Israel and to that state itself? 
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But we could not proceed to answer these 
questions at once because the right answers are 
kept from reaching the Jewish soul by certain 
fallacies in which Jew and Gentile are alike in- 
yolved: the fallacies of “‘modernity” and ‘“‘mod- 
en knowledge” as criteria of thought and 
action. And so we tried first to paint a picture 
of this “modern age” and to show that no age 
so disastrously degraded could be thought of 
as living by any truth that can help or redeem 
men to being better and shaping a better life. 
We found that the quality, the moral quality 
of this age, invalidates by what it is all the as- 
sumptions by which the age has been guided— 
the assumptions (symbolically speaking) of Dar- 
win and Nietzsche and Marx and of instrumen- 
talsm in America. We found, in brief, that 
materialism and nihilism had demonstrably led 
to the very brink of chaos and that we need 
not even examine the premises from which the 
obvious conclusions as embodied in human life 
and history are misery of the heart and death 
of the body, immeasurable cruelty and im- 
measurable hopelessness. 


And finally, because these pages are addressed 
to the Jews of America, we sought to make 
clear the history and the present situation of the 
American Jew. And so we found that, despite 
many adverse forces, the ideal of a free society 
is still alive in the United States. Now a free 
society is evidently not, of all things, a society 
of an enforced or unenforced uniformity, but 
one in which individuals and groups are free to 
seek their redemption upon the path dictated 
to them by their character and their history. 
And so we concluded that, since Galuth, since 
exile means in its evil sense living a false life, 
an un-Jewish life, a life of subservience to alien 
and tyrannous force, Jews could rescue America 
for themselves and their children from the area 
of the Gola if Jews would take advantage of the 
blessings of a free society by re-creating here 
their historic faith and form as their contribu- 
tion to that society and to its culture. 


II 


S° WE come to the deepest and last problem; 

+ we come to the ultimate. What are Jews 
who have re-allied themselves with their people 
and its unique historic experience — what are 
they concretely to ask in the realm of thought 
and action; what are they to seek to believe and 
to do? And perhaps we can do best by begin- 
ning to state the ultimate problem and need of 
this time in general terms, in terms that apply 
to all men and then proceed to the specific 
Jewish embodiment of that problem. 
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A curious word has recently arisen among us. 
It is the word “religionist”. The form of the 
word is analogous to that of physicist, biologist, 
ichthyologist, one whose special and commonly 
professional interest is in physics, biology, the 
study of fishes. The current and conscious im- 
plications of the word “religionist” are both 
farcical and shocking. Just as the famous aver- 
age man has no special interest in the science 
of life and can safely leave it to the biologist, 
so the inference is that that average man, that 
human being, has no special interest in religion 
and can leave all that to the religionist. In other 
words: the average man, running a business, 
driving a car, owning a television set, casting 
a vote, is supposed by the implicit premise never 
to be alone with himself, never to wonder at 
the meaning of his life, never to have been born 
or face the destiny of death, never to know 
bereavement or guilt or aspiration — never for 
an instant to be human, but to have sunk, in 
sober fact, to the level of a tool-using animal. 
Search all history, search all so-called cultures 
from the most primitive on. It is doubtful if 
you will come across a definition and an impli 
cation as degraded as that of the word “religion- 
ist.” Through it we have been able to delineate 
the average man in a mechanized society. The 
question arises: how did he get to be the pathetic 
object that he is? 


A new authoritarianism has drained him of 
his humanity — the authoritarianism of “sci- 
ence” — of science not as the supremely bene- 
ficent art of healing, nor as the ingenuity which 
has produced the intricate and useful machinery 
of production, locomotion, amusement — but 
of “science” as. it seeks to transcend its proper 
functions and limitations and seeks to substi- 
tute itself for other forces and for an other 
order of meaning in the domains of human con- 
duct and of human faith. 


Its authoritarianism in respect of human con- 
duct has been chiefly in its dealings with society. 
We have here made the name of Marx the 
symbol of this aspect of scientific authoritarian- 
ism. For that name conspicuously represents the 
notion, wide-spread too among non-Marxian 
sociologists, economists, political scientists, that 
human society can be re-cast and re-constructed 
upon premises having nothing to do with man’s 
spiritual and moral nature — that Utopia can 
be built according to a blue-print, according to 
an anterior design into which man must be 
fitted. Oddly enough the average man in West- 
ern civilization, though he must be afraid of 
force and pain, has not been deeply impressed 
by the overwhelming evidence that the blue- 
print state has forced its masters to murder all 








10 


those it could not fit into its iron frame. He 
seems curiously unaware of the patent fact that 
both the Fascist and the Communist States have 
destroyed and are destroying with every circum- 
stance of icy cruelty and fiendish degradation 
all within their boundaries whose souls still be- 
tray the lineaments of freedom and of goodness. 
Our average man still clings, in the face of this 
evidence, to the notion that environmental and 
mechanical changes, devices, techniques, can 
build of the same unredeemed men a better and 
a juster society. 


HY does he cling to that notion? Why does 

he desire a pre-fabricated Utopia? It is the 
easiest way. It relieves him of moral responsibili- 
ties. Humanity is seeking in him to escape from 
being human. And he echoes: “Science declares 
... It has been scientifically demonstrated . . .” 
He wants everything for nothing. He wants 
a good society without being good; he wants 
justice without being just; he wants what he 
thinks righteousness to prevail without having 
any notion of it. He babbles, among Jews, 
about prophetic Judaism, and denies the God 
Who bade the trembling and reluctant prophets 
speak. He refuses to accept life as tragic and 
man as needing redemption; a cheap and false 
humanitarianism bids him demand the same for 
all, irrespective of the inequalities of nature and 
of grace which it is his duty to alleviate as 
part of his moral discipline. He aspires toward 
a gilded stable. He talks about progress and 
means murder and gadgets and is undeterred by 
the terrifying and complete evidence that the 
scientifically planned state has everywhere im- 
measurably decreased the sum of human mercy, 
goodness, dignity and tranquillity. 


But indeed the whole notion of the planned 
master-state and prefabricated Utopia is a kind 
of moral madness. For its proponents always 
hold the “scientific” view that man is not made 
in the image of God nor has free will nor needs 
redemption but is the product of mechanical 
genetic forces and environmental pressures. 
Whence, then, do the planners, the makers of 
the blue-prints, the sordid dreamers of these 
sordid Utopias derive their authority? Are they 
not enmeshed in the same forces? No wonder 
that their means are the machine-gun, the cre- 
matorium, the slave-kennel. A hideous hell has 
been created on earth by the “scientific” attempt 
to build a new society. “If man,” Nicolas 
Berdyaev writes at his profoundest, “is nothing 
but the product of his social and natural environ- 
ment, if he is wholly fashioned by society and 
owes everything to it; if there is no principle 
within him which raises him above nature and 
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society, one does not grasp whence comes to 
him the creative power which permits him to 
master the forces of nature and society and to 
build anew.”* These degrading fallacies have 
crept even into our free society. They have con- 
founded the realms of nature and of grace. They 
have cheapened and confused human life. Ade- 
quate symbols are those students, those poor 
bereft children who “go in” for the social 
“sciences” as a means of redemption. For, to 
quote Berdyaev’s stringent conclusion; ‘The 
crisis in civilization can no longer be surmounted 
by its own means alone, shaken as its very 
foundations are. It is indispensable to turn to 
deeper forces.”” These deeper forces are the per- 
manent moral and religious forces that have dis- 
tinguished man from the rest of creation since 
his appearance on the scene of history. They 
have been broken and blunted by a mere mechan- 
istic prejudice authoritatively pronounced and 
re-iterated—the prejudice, in the words of one 
of the wittiest and wisest of living Americans, 
Joseph Wood Krutch, “that everything, includ- 
ing human character and literary greatness can 
be adequately studied by sociological and psy- 
chological methods. That conviction is not itself 
based—as respectable scientific theory always is 
— upon the successful prediction of future 
events. It is primarily a ‘will to believe.’” 
That ‘will to believe’ offers “the reward with- 
out the quest, the prize without training for 
the race, Heaven without probation, wages with- 
out work, a master’s prestige without a master’s 
skill, a trade without an apprenticeship.”* It has 
destroyed the moral and the social forms of life; 
it has gnawed away the sense of responsibility 
before a transcendent source of good; it has cast 
aside the truths derived from all earnest experi- 
ence of human life—Pagan, Jewish, Christian. 
A powerful counter-current has set in among 
Gentiles, as is proved by our quotations from 
two men so different in origin and temper a 
the critic, Joseph Wood Krutch and the Angli- 
can cleric and educator Bernard Iddings Bell. 
That current has not yet powerfully enough 
stirred the waters of Jewish life in America. 


Ill 


Gcannric authoritarianism based on prejudice 
and a mere will to believe could not, of 
course, have shattered man’s moral and social 
life, had it not first attacked the very bases of 
form and faith. This is the force we have sym- 
bolized by the name of Darwin. The use of 


Nicolas Berdyaev. Au seuil de la nouvelle époque. 1947. 
Berdyaev. Op. cit. 

The Nation. Dec. 12, 1949. 

Bernard Iddings Bell. Crisis in Education. 1949. 
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the symbol is quite fair. Physics, an exact sci- 
ence, dealing with the inorganic, with what is 
not life or consciousness, has always been pru- 
dent or, at least, moderate. In recent years the 
ascertained fact that what men once thought 
of as inert matter is far more like what was once 
called mind, the vision of relations through rela- 
tivity, of probabilities through the quantum 
theory as all that the physicist knows, actually 
knows—these discoveries have destroyed the 
bases of that old false analogy which likened 
the universe to a machine. Among physicists, 
too, tough old prejudices remain here and there 
so that, as Sir Arthur Eddington points out, 
they will actually use a “fallacious and obsolete 
view of the nature of observational knowledge”,’ 
although they know better. He himself declares 
— and has not been contradicted — that the 
fundamental laws which operate within the phy- 
sical universe “can be foreseen wholly from 
epistemological considerations. They correspond 
to 4 priori knowledge and are therefore wholly 
subjective.”° Man, by alone knowing the uni- 
verse and helping to shape it by his knowledge 
of it, once more stands at the center of things. 


It is the authoritarianism of the so-called sci- 
ences of life which has attacked and undermined 
man’s sense of moral responsibility, because it has 
given a false account of him and his origin. 
Deliberately in its picture of man and of what 
he is, it has omitted all those circumstances which 
differentiate him from all other forms of life: 
language, music, mathematics, the desire for 
knowledge, the universal hunger for redemption 
and for God. It has committed the cardinal sin, 
according to the strict demands of responsible 
science, of forming theories which do not in- 
clude or account for the most salient facts. It 
is an experience at once farcical and melancholy 
to read a book, any book, dealing, for instance, 
with genetics, the science of heredity, upon 
which all the biological views of man are based. 
The pages are peppered with recurrent phrases: 
“There is as yet no positive knowledge” .. . 
“it is strongly suspected” .. . “it is rash to as- 
sume”... “no doubt”... “this will be eventually 
solved” ... “But whether or not”... In every 
other paragraph the question is begged, that is, 
to prove a thing the writer assumes it to be so. 
Analogies of hair-raising variety are used as 
proofs. The ‘genes,’ of which everyone has 
heard nowadays, are alike. Yet they function to- 
ward great differentiation. Well, why shouldn’t 
they, says your geneticist. Snow crystals are all 
made of water, the same water, yet each of the 





5 Arthur Eddington. The Philosophy of Physical Science. 
1939, 


® Op. cit. 
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millions of crystals is of its own exquisite pattern, 
different from all the other myriads. He seems 
to be explaining one unfathomable mystery of 
creation by merely likening it to another un- 
fathomable mystery. Even the educated lay- 
man rarely reads these crabbed and pompous 
books. He goes to a lecture. The lecturer tells 
him that man is a primate, descended from some 
branch of the primate family, that he is a higher 
ape. The layman is helpless. How does he know 
that the “proofs” are a display of intellectual 
charlatanism? He assumes that the Darwinian 
hypothesis of uninterrupted development has 
been scientifically demonstrated. Sadly or glad- 
ly, according to his spiritual temper, he accepts 
the fiat of science and so a universe empty, with- 
out God or hope. 

This aspect of scientific authoritarianism has 
sunk so deep and wrought so much havoc that 
one more flagrant instance may be adduced. 

Our geneticist asserts that the development 
from a unicellular animal to Plato and Isaiah, to 
Shakespeare and Beethoven, took place by means 
of “a mechanism for blind hereditary variations, 
sorted out by the automatic sieve of natural 
selection.” He does not pretend to know quite 
how it happened, as we have seen from his phrase- 
ology. He makes his pompous assertion. He 
goes further. He makes metaphysical assertions 
that are plainly impudent. How does he know 
that the variations are “blind,” seeing that he 
admits their adaptive function, the aim in view. 
But there must be no aim. For aim would re- 
admit a Creative Power. The notion of purpose 
or aim in nature is known in philosophy as teleo- 
logical. Therefore teleological has become a bad 
word among third-rate scientists. Like God. 
These terms and notions are taboo among them. 
It is quite like not walking under a ladder 
or being frightened at a black cat. But our 
geneticist whose use of language is hardly of 
scientific precision gives himself quite away by 
his glib use of the word “automatic” in the 
phrase “the automatic sieve of natural selection.” 
Now “automatic” is put together out of two 
Greek words which mean self and moving. Tran- 
slate the second word into Latin and you have 
automobile, which also means self-moving. But 
an automatic machine and an automobile move 
by themselves only because man’s ingenuity has 
produced a mechanism which, when started and 
supplied with energy as fuel by man, will con- 
tinue to function for a limited period and with- 
in boundaries set by man and the quality of the 
material used by man. In brief, man is the autos, 
the self, the power which causes the machine 


7 All these quotations and examples are taken from: Muller, 
Little and Snyder. Genetics, Medicine and Man. Cornell Uni- 
versity Press. 1947. 
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to move. Therefore by the analogy our geneticist 
himself proposes, a Creator is at work. Heine 
was quite right in his quip against the silliness 
of atheism. He said that in Frankfurt-on-the 
Main he met a watch which did not believe in 
the existence of watch-makers. He didn’t buy it. 


Bout that is not all. The ordinary variety of 

biologist assumes that the unfathomable abyss 
between the inorganic and the organic has been 
bridged, that it is known how the living devel- 
oped from the non-living. It is not true. Reput- 
able biologists have advanced theories as fantastic 
as that the first germ of life was wafted to earth 
from another planet.* We do not know. We have 
no inkling. We are faced by the utterly inscru- 
table. Similarly anthropologists assert that we 
know concerning the birth of language, of the 
arts, of prayer. It is not so. All men of whom 
we have knowledge, however antique or “primi- 
tive,” whatever that may mean, have language, 
art, immortal longings. There is no bridge from 
non-life to life; there is no bridge from the an- 
thropoid ape to man. None. None. According 
to the most stringent demands of rigorous 
thought the assumption of a divine and trans- 
cendent Creative Force alone explains both what 
we know and what we do not and cannot know. 
He who, using both faith and reason, utters the 
name of God, as the sages of Israel did from age 
to age, enters the realm of meaning and value, 
which is man’s dwelling place. He alone ex- 
plains both the good and the evil that are in the 
world; he is aware of the character of man’s 
visible destiny; he alone knows the meaning of 
human freedom both in the universe and in 
society. He alone will defy the tyrants who 
seek to enthrall us more and more—the pseudo- 
scientific tyrant of the mind, the totalitarian 
tyrant of both the body and the mind. For these 
two tyrants are in league with each other and 
with death against us. 

It is often said by those who, in the brilliant 
definition of Whitehead, are provincials not only 
in space but in time,” that science operates with 
the human reason, that what is unscientific is 
irrational. From the point of view of method 
this is precisely contrary to fact. Modern science 
in its origin was, as Whitehead pointed out a 
quarter of a century ago, “through and through 
an anti-intellectualistic movement.””” The hu- 
man reason, no perfect instrument, had gone to 
dire extremes in the Middle Ages. An appeal to 
the humble facts was in order. Thus arose the 
experimental sciences and the sciences of classi- 
fication and achieved incomparable triumph after 


8 J. A. Thomson. Concerning Evolution. 
® A. N. Whitehead. Science and the Modern World. 1925. 
10 Op. cit. 
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incomparable triumph. But these triumphs, man 
being what he is, intoxicated the scientists. They 
applied their methods to realms in which these 
methods were not applicable. They committed 
the final sin of which man is capable. They sub- 
stituted themselves for God and led men into 
sordid idolatries—the idolatry of science, the 
idolatry of the master state. The two are one, 
For no one would have dreamed of consenting 
to slavery in a slave state, had he not been be- 
fuddled into believing that scientific manipula- 
tion could build a painless society. The hour has 
come for an appeal to reason, to order and to 
faith. 

For so soon as we use our reason we know that 
even could technical manipulation build a pain- 
less society, the painlessness would be only that 
of the stalled ox. The conscious mysteries of birth 
and death and bereavement, of spiritual sorrow, 
of the passing of love, of the chasms between 
aspiration and fulfillment, the dread of the soul 
falling a blinded thing in an unmeaning universe 
—all these unquenchable sorrows would remain. 
Religion is man’s way of dealing with these. And 
they are as sharp, if not, sharper, than the pains 
of the bodily wants. Homelessness in the univ- 
erse is a deeper anguish than maladjustment in 
a transitory social structure. And perhaps we 
shall be able to build a society in which men will 
be less alienated and homeless when we have 
recovered a sense of the universe as not empty 
and meaningless but as divine and rational. 

Reason, supplemented by faith, must once 
again build significant forms of life, forms with- 
in which the things that man is and does have 
meaning and sanction. For that is what has been 
lost—the meaning and the sanctions which made 
of the acts and emotions of man acts and emo- 
tions that he could objectify, as man alone does, 
which he could contemplate with satisfaction 
and with hope. Without that there is, as we can 
see, mere abasement, mere degradation. This, 
as Ortega y Gasset wrote, “is simply the manner 
of life of the man who has refused to be what 
it is his duty to be.”’* How deep that cleaves! 
How many people, how many Jews of our time 
does that delineate! We see them all about us, 
restless, afraid, desirous and famished, in mecha- 
nized flight from their centre and true being, 
from their faith and form. But it is also to be 
observed that the Jew fervent in adherence to 
the Law and the fervent Zionist escaped that 
restlessness and abasement. These two had not 
refused to be what it was their duty to be. They 
had neither abandoned faith nor shattered form. 
In an evil age, within confusion and alienation, 
they asserted the dignity of man and the mean- 
ing of life. 


11 Jose Ortega y Gasset. The Revolt of the Masses. 1930. 
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The Turkeys 


by Shlomo Katz 


(With apologies to the late George Orwell) 


[' was a hot night late in July and the turkeys 
on MacDonald’s farm could not sleep well. 
They shifted their weight from one foot to 
another, they scratched underneath their wings, 
they ruftled their feathers, but still they could 
not feel comfortable. The hot wind which had 
been blowing all day scarcely abated after sun- 
set, and now that they sat on their perches it 
blew its torrid breath all around their bodies. 
The younger turkeys fidgeted and cackled in dis- 
comfort. The older ones grumbled that the 
noise made by the young ones did not let them 
sleep, but they did not sound very convinced 
about it. Old Tom, the biggest turkey in the 
flock, finally could stand it no more and an- 
nounced that he was going to take a drink and 
then try to sleep under the big, gnarled apple 
tree at the extreme end of the turkey run. He 
jumped off his perch and the others quickly fol- 
lowed him. Afraid to be left alone in the dark 
the young turkeys also scrambled from their 
perches and followed the older ones. 

A four-month old turkey whom all her friends 
called Lady because of her mincing walk sud- 
denly declared impatiently: “I wish it was spring 
now, then it wouldn’t be so hot.” 

Old Tom looked at her severely. “You are 
young and foolish. Before it can ever be spring 
again there first has to be fall and winter.” 

“I don’t care,” Lady retorted peevishly, ‘“‘as 
long as it is cool.” 

“Shut up!” Old Tom gobbled angrily. “You 
don’t know what you are saying. Thanksgiving 
is in the fall. You'll be lucky if you survive 
till Christmas.” 

The young turkeys, all of whom had been 
hatched early in the spring, were greatly excited 
and perturbed by old Tom’s remarks. ‘“What’s 
Thanksgiving?” they gobbled from all sides. 

“Wait, you'll find out,” Tom grumbled 
angrily. 

“Thanksgiving is a holiday,” came from the 
darkness near the end of the watering trough. 

“A fine holiday,” Tom grumbled as he dipped 
his head into the water. 

“Thanksgiving is a day when people eat tur- 
keys,” an old and experienced hen announced 
with finality. 

The young turkeys were stunned by this in- 
formation and remained silent for a moment, 
the water dripping from their beaks. 

“But it can’t be! It can’t be! People can’t be 


so cruel! How could they after the nice way 
they have been treating us all these months,” 
cried a young turkey in agitation, flapping its 
wings. “What have we ever done to people?” 

““Now, now, dear, don’t take it so to heart,” 
the young turkey’s mother tried to console it, 
“of course people aren’t really so cruel.” Then 
she turned angrily to the old Tom: “Tom! You 
should be more careful in your speech. Look 
how you have upset the poor child.” Then she 
changed the tone of her voice and gobbled soft- 
ly: “But isn’t he a wonderful child, so noble and 
idealistic. We ought to send him to college; if 
only, God willing, he survives Thanksgiving,” 
she added, piously lifting her eyes to the dark 
sky. 

The flock of turkeys was now in a turmoil 
and seemed to have forgotten the heat. There 
was a great gobbling on all sides and everybody 
was discussing Thanksgiving and what to do 
about it as if this holiday were only a day away. 

As is customary among turkeys they did not 
agree with each other and it seemed for a mo- 
ment that they would fly at each other’s throats. 
But though they did not actually fight, probably 
because it was too hot, they quickly divided into 
several parties each of which had a detailed pro- 
gram what to do about Thanksgiving. 


Berore half an hour was over the flock was 

divided into four major political parties and 
some mionr splinter groups. The turkeys joining 
each of the parties grouped together so that 
there were four dense but separate clusters of 
turkeys on one side of the trough. The splinter 
groups, which contained the dissidents, were 
scattered on the other side of the trough. Each 
of the parties immediately elected a chairman 
and proceeded to hold a formal discussion of 
their program and election of officers. 

The first party, consisting mostly of old toms 
and hens who had survived a number of Thanks- 
givings because they were kept for breeding pur- 
poses, proceeded to call themselves MacDonald 
Turkey Committee. They were sedate, heavy, 
middle aged birds and very dignified in their 
bearing. A few young turkeys, bewildered by 
all the gobbling, tried to join this group but 
were quickly driven off. The largest and most 
impressive of this group called over four hens 
and told them to pull out one quill each from 
their wings and to take a memo which they 
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were to distribute in triplicate to all the mem- 
bers of the group the following day. When the 
hens prepared the quills he proceeded to dictate 
his memo which ran as follows: ““Gentlemen— 
tonight there has arisen an unfortunate discus- 
sion about Thanksgiving. This discussion was 
no doubt instigated by some hot-headed and ir- 
responsible young people who still have no sense, 
or by some recent acquisitions from other farms 
who do not have real understanding of the true 
nature of our dear Mr. MacDonald’s farm. Please 
maintain your poise and genteel behavior. There 
is nothing to worry about—for us at any rate.” 
Please do not forget the dash after the word 
“about” he addressed one of the hens who ac- 
cidentally left out this punctuation mark. 
“Thanksgiving is not directed particularly 
against turkeys anyway. I saw with mine own 
eyes last year that on the neighboring farms 
they used chickens instead of turkeys. The panic 
that has been caused by the discussion in the 
hearts of the young turkeys is unjustifiable, and 
it is therefore up to us, citizens of standing in 
the community, to combat symptoms of hysteria. 
If only we behave ourselves properly and do not 
look too much across the fence into Jones’ farm 
—which is a poor and badly run farm anyway 
—we will be all right and we will live our na- 
turally allotted span of life. Of course, this does 
not mean that we should not use common sense, 
such as keeping out of the way of the MacDon- 
alds, not making too much noise before their 
windows, or in other ways commit nuisances. 
Furthermore, it is our duty to teach the young 
turkeys to mind their manners. However, since 
we turkeys have been famous for our sense of 
sympathy and understanding for our brethren 
everywhere, I recommend that each day we re- 
turn to Mr. MacDonald ten grains of the corn 
allotted to us as a sign of our gratitude for his 
kindness, and also donate one grain of our ration 
for our poor brethren on Jones’ farm.” 

“Now don’t forget,” he addressed the hens 
who took the dictation, “to send three copies 
to each member of our group, and be sure that 
the copies are neat and without errors. If it 
should be necessary, use new quills for each copy 
—you have plenty of feathers in your wings— 
and in an emergency you can each pull out a 
feather from your tails, it won’t hurt you a 
bit. Now we have had enough discussion and 
I declare the meeting adjourned.” With this he 
started back to the perches and the other mem- 
bers of the group followed him gobbling in 
subdued voices their admiration of the terseness 
and correctness of the memo he had dictated. 

A smaller group of turkeys of different colors, 
led by a young and enthusiastic tom, also formed 
an organization which they called MacDonald 
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Turkey Congress. Jumping to the edge of the 
watering trough the young tom addressed his 
audience. “Ladies, gentlemen, comrades, friends 
and other turkeys! Our attention has been called 
to Thanksgiving tonight. It is high time that 
we considered this matter. Fortunately it is not 
too late yet. It is only July now, and Thanks. 
giving doesn’t come till late in November. If 
only we organize and fight for our rights we can 
still win and do away with Thanksgiving. I hope 
so,” he added as an aside to a young hen who 
stood right beneath him and looked admiring. 
ly at him. 

“Hear, hear!” came from all sides. 

“Therefore, the thing for us to do is to con- 
sider the situation. Can we turkeys alone ac- 
complish this job? No. What we need is to widen 


the frontiers of democracy, and for this purpose | 
we have to join with other fowl who also are | 


sometimes eaten on Thanksgiving, such as ducks 
“ geese and chickens. Together we cannot 
ail.” 

“But supposing they don’t want to join?” 
someone from the audience asked. 

“They will join, they are bound to join us, 
it is in their interests to join us,” the young tom 
declared with conviction. “If we will work for 
their defense, they will come to our assistance, 
and as a first step I suggest that we forthwith 
appoint a committee, of which, naturally, I will 
be the chairman, to draft a letter to Mr. Mac- 
Donald, asking that on the basis of sub-para- 
graph fifty two of paragraph ninety three of 
article seventeen of the deed to MaDonald’s farm 
the holiday of Thanksgiving should be done away 
with or, should that prove impossible, mashed 


potatos sculptured to resemble turkeys and other | 


fowl should be substituted for real fowl. In this 


way MacDonald’s family will celebrate their hol- | 


iday and we, fowl of all kinds, will survive.” 
This speech was met with a mixture of ap- 





plause and doubts. But the young tom ignored 
the questioning voices and proceeded to appoint | 
a committee to draft the letter. When he had | 
finished appointing the committee the turkeys | 





remained near the trough debating the program 
of their leader. 


By Far the largest part of the flock milled about | 

the trough in a disorganized crowd. Many | 
turkeys talked and each had only a small group | 
of listeners, but the gist of all the talks was the | 
same and was best expressed by one turkey which, 
though not big, managed to gain the confidence 
of its listeners. ““What’s the use,” this turkey 
said. “There have always been Thanksgivings and | 
there always will be. And if it is not Thanks- 


giving, it’s Christmas, and if not Christmas then | 


the standard of living of people rises and they 
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eat turkey on ordinary Sundays.” Without no- 
ticing it he began to gobble in a Talmudic sing 
song. “So what should we turkeys do? This is 
a question. If we had energy and courage and 
faith in ourselves, we would leave the farm and 
take to the woods. For though the younger 
listeners in my audience may not know it, the 
older ones surely should know that many years 
ago our forefathers lived in the woods and were 
free and did not even know of Thanksgiving— 
nor is it so long ago, only about sixty generations 
as turkeys’ lives go, before the Pilgrim Fathers 
came. But because of our sins we have lost our 
self-respect and our courage and have sold our 
freedom for a mess of corn every day and there- 
fore we pay the price every Thanksgiving, or 
whenever the MacDonalds have visitors or pay- 
ing summer guests. And so, there remains noth- 
ing for us to do except to consult our conscience, 
and decide which we prefer, freedom in the 
woods but with no corn every day or a daily 
ration of corn and the slaughtering block back 
of the woodshed at Thanksgiving time.” 

This sad and resigned oration left most of the 
turkeys depressed. A few of the younger ones, 
however, immediately organized themselves into 
committees determined to return to the woods. 
They decided on the spot that the following two 
months, .as long as there was still no danger of 
the Thanksgiving dinner, they would practice 
flying and accustom themselves to live on berries 
only which they would themselves pick in the 
bushes. 


By far the smallest of the four groups congre- 
gated near the end of the trough and turned 
their backs on the other three groups. They 
decided to call themselves MacDonald Council 
for Turkeys. They did not have a speaker but 
each member of the group spoke in turn and they 
were all agreed on one point of view. “Pay no 
heed to the other groups,” they said. “For one 
thing, we are not simply turkeys, we are a part 
of the MacDonald farm, we suffer when the 
farm suffers and we prosper when the whole 
farm prospers. Thanksgiving? Poo. It can’t 
happen here!” 

“But it has happened,” some turkeys interrup- 
ted politely, “we still remember our uncles and 
cousins and parents who were served up with 
cranberry sauce last year.” 


“Very well then, gentlemen,” someone said. 
“It’s a simple matter. Our slogan therefore will 
be It Can Happen Here but It Can’t Happen 
to Me.” Everybody agreed to the new slogan. 

“And furthermore,” one of the turkeys con- 
tinued, “Thanksgiving is not a regular holiday. 
Mr. MacDonald has to proclaim it each year. 
Supposing Mr. MacDonald forgets to proclaim it, 
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or he is out of ink, or his fountain pen is broken, 
or he has a toothache all during November. Then 
there would be no Thanksgiving at all. So, you 
see, Thanksgiving is not an unavoidable necessity. 
We can petition Mr. MacDonald not to proclaim 
it. But by far the best way out of the dilemma 
is to assure him that we are not like the other 
turkeys. We are not turkeys at all, as a matter 
of fact. We only happen to look like turkeys, 
but we have nothing in common with them. 
It is therefore a good idea that henceforth we 
do not associate with the others and on every 
occasion we point out to Mr. MacDonald’s hired 
man that we are not turkeys at all. Let us make 
this a rule of our organization: Every time one 
of us encounters the hired man—or any member 
of the MacDonald family—he will flap his wings 
and gobble: ‘I am not a turkey.’ All those in 
favor of this suggestion raise their right wing.” 
All the members of the group raised their 
right wings and the meeting adjourned. But 
instead of returning to the perches the member 
of the MacDonald Council for Turkeys went to 
a distant corner of the turkey run and sat there. 


ON THE other side of the trough there was no 

such examplary organization. Individual tur- 
keys of all ages and colors wandered back and 
forth. Two would stop to talk to each other but 
within a few minutes they disagreed and separa- 
ted. Some even gobbled to themselves. One young 
turkey, a descendant of a great scholar among 
turkeys some generations back, held a soliloquy. 
He said: “Why am I a turkey? Is it because I 
really am one or is it because people and other 
fowl say I am a turkey. It couldn’t be the first 
because, well, because supposing I do not want 
to be one and deny that I am one and do not 
behave like one. Supposing I declare myself alie- 
nated, in other words, a stranger to the turkey 
world. So how then would I be a turkey? Be- 
cause of my feathers? But chickens and geese 
also have feathers. On the other hand, if I am 
a turkey only because others say I am one, why 
then, why then it’s all nonsense. Why should I 
care what they say? And what if they are 
wrong? And what if they change their minds 
about me? I am JI, an undetermined fowl, a 
stranger not only to turkeys but to other fowl, 
if I so choose. Consequently, Thanksgiving is a 
theoretical problem to me, and if I should be 
served up with cranberry sauce on Thanksgiving 
it would not follow that this happened because 
I am a turkey, but simply because the repressed 
aggressions of the MacDonalds find a convenient 
and sanctioned outlet one day in the year, and 
the victim can be anyone who happens to be 
in the way of these aggressions.” 








16 


A few other turkeys moved about restlessly 
and muttered something about the neighboring 
Jones farm where there is no Thanksgiving nor 
Christmas because these are religious holidays 
and religion is opium for the people and every- 
body is happy there and if only turkeys had any 
sense they would quietly dig beneath the fence 
posts separating the two farms and then there 
would be only one farm, Jones’ farm, and every- 
body would be safe and happy. One turkey 
did stop to listen to this muttering and asked 
the speaker whether he had ever been on Jones’ 
farm but the speaker only became furious and 
gobbled incoherently: “War monger! MacDon- 
ald’s agent! Enemy of the turkeys!” 

It was getting very late and all the turkeys 
were very tired from lack of sleep. The hot 
breeze also died down and cool air was softly 
rolling in from the creek. The turkeys listlessly 
walked back to their perches. 


Close of the DP Epic 


by Leo W. Schwartz 


No: FIVE YEARS after V-E Day, it is possible 
to record with a degree of accuracy the 
broad outlines of the life of Jews liberated in 
Germany and Austria and those who joined their 
ranks from Eastern Europe and Soviet Russia. 
Up to the present, the persistent image of the 
Sheerith Hapletah,’ created in the main by gov- 
ernmental and intergovernmental organizations 
and the international Jewish welfare and defense 
agencies, is that of an inchoate, shifting, and 
harassed population confined in “DP camps” and 
gradually disappearing from the “DP countries” 
by way of legal and illegal emigration. In this 
image, the Jewish DP is a species of forlorn, sta- 
tistical being—a thorn in the body politic of the 
Occupation economy and an object of solicitude 
and charity to their fellow-Jews in non-DP 
countries, especially the United States. Reading 
the tons of documents regarding the Jewish DP’s 
in the archives of the Allied governments and 
the Occupying Military Governments is an un- 
happy, disquieting experience; it amounts to a 
dull excursion into a kind of sociological under- 
world. Equally unrewarding is the bulk of docu- 
mentary literature in the files of the major Jew- 
ish agencies which the writer has surveyed dur- 
ing the past year or more. While the Jewish 
world press, especially the Hebrew and Yiddish, 
has on occasion provided a glimpse into the living 
forces surging beneath the stereotyped surface 





1 The term used to describe the remnant of Jews who escaped 
destruction in the Nazi holocaust. 
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The hen who had boasted earlier of the talent; 
of her youngster now walked up to the old Tom 
and called him aside. “I wanted to ask you some. 
thing,” she said. “The past two weeks it seems 
to me that the days are getting shorter. Haye 
you noticed it too?” 


“Why do you care whether the days are get- 
ting shorter,” he muttered disagreeably. 


“Well, last year around Thanksgiving time the 
days were mighty short, and so I was getting 
worried, not so much about myself as about the 


child.” 


“Stop thinking about it,” old Tom reassured 
her though not very graciously. ““Maybe the days 
are getting shorter and maybe they are not. 
When the days are pleasant they seem to pass 
faster, you know that yourself, so maybe you 
are just enjoying yourself. On the other hand, | 
who knows. Maybe they are getting shorter.” 
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of “DP existence,” the inherent drama of re- 
birth of the Sheerith Hapletab remains un- 
recorded. 


The reasons are not difficult to find: The needs 
of the people were colossal, and the energies of 
the personnel concerned were taxed to the break- 
ing point. Moreover, the dynamics of this tem- 
porary society were overwhelming, eluding the 
comprehension of those who felt an unprece- 
dented experience in the making and paralyzing 





to the rare professional scholar or writer who | 
found himself caught in its coils. Too, a period | 
that appeared almost as a phase of the Hurban | 
(destruction) created, by its association with | 
Schrecklichkeit, a psychological resistance to any 
evaluation of its peculiar character. No one who | 
was close to the life of the Sheerith Hapletab | 
will deny the validity of these explanations. In- 
deed, the people themselves were rarely conscious | 
that they were the bearers of significant values; | 
and those who were engaged in the accumulation | 
of historical records, such as the circle of the Cen- | 
tral Historical Commission in Munich, uncon- | 
sciously devoted their chief efforts to gathering | 
documentation of the ghettos, katzets (concen- | 
tration camps), and partisans. : 
Nevertheless, the materials now at the disposal | 
of the historian show up the essential features 
of the Sheerith Hapletah like mountain peaks | 
viewed from a valley. 


The period of chaos, from April to September | 
1945, can no longer be viewed as a Dantesqut | 
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gene of skeletal survivors emerging from hatzets 
and underground labor pens. The power of re- 
vival already expressed itself in the drive to re- 
constitute familial, social and political associa- 
tions. While Allied army personnel and emis- 
aries of the Jewish Brigade played a significant 
role during these early months of liberation, the 
people themselves formed representative com- 
mittees, organized Zionist units, improvised hos- 
pitals, created a Yiddish press, established as- 
smbly centers and communities and ingeniously 
made contact with Jewish communities and or- 
ganizations outside Germany and Austria. At 
the organizing meeting of the Zionist Unity Or- 
ganization (Hithachduth) in Bad Toelz less 
than two weeks after liberation, a resolution was 
passed for the establishment of a Jewish State 
in Palestine; and at the first constituent confer- 
ence of the Central Committee of Liberated Jews 
in Bavaria, held at Feldafing on July 1, 1945, the 
political structure of the Sheerith Hapletah was 
debated and its foundations laid with surprising 
foresight. 


When the first Congress of the Central Com- 
mittee was convened in Munich in January, 1946, 
Germany and Austria (excluding the Soviet 
Zone) were dotted with provisionally organized 
communities which had become the political 
front in the struggle for the Jewish State. Rem- 
nants of thousands of families had been reunited, 
more than sixty kibbutzim and hachsharoth were 
in operation and camps like Feldafing, Faehren- 
wald, Landsberg, Leipheim, Neu Freiman, Stutt- 
gart and the communities in the enclaves of Mu- 
nich, Berlin and Vienna had become, despite the 
unhappy environment, vital Jewish centers. A 
central leadership whose vision ranged beyond 
bread and housing had asserted itself, and its 
broad-gauged, diversified programs were assisted 
by a corps of welfare personnel provided prim- 
arily by the AJDC, JAFP, JRU and UNRRA. 
Brichah—the flight to the American Zone—was 
in action throughout Europe, dramatically im- 
plementing Operation Ingathering. 


THE YEARS 1946-1947, marked by the obstruc- 

tionist policy of Great Britain in Palestine and 
the revivalist policy of the Allies in the western 
zones of Germany, were overshadowed by the in- 
filtration of 100,000 Jews from Poland and Rus- 
sia into the U.S. Zones of Austria and Germany. 
Material conditions deteriorated, but the absorp- 
tion of so large a population in both old and new 
centers was considerably aided by the people’s 
Willingness to share and cooperate. The com- 
Plexion of the Sheerith Hapletah changed radic- 
ally: the early domination of the Litvaks was 
challenged by Poles, Hungarians, and Rouman- 
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ians; political parties vied for power; landsman- 
schaften grew and multiplied; marriages galore 
and the highest birthrate in the world symbol- 
ized the will to live; the thirst for education, 
cultural activity, sports was insatiable; yeshiboth, 
mikvoth, and synagogues sprang up like mush- 
rooms. Professional associations of doctors, dent- 
ists, engineers, writers and students were formed; 
plans for the productivization of all employ- 
ables were blueprinted. Army headquarters at 
Frankfurt and UNRRA headquarters at Pasing 
were unable to cope adequately with basic mat- 
erial needs; the pressures upon the Central Com- 
mittee and the Jewish voluntary agencies were 
overwhelming, and their headquarters at Sieber- 
strasse 3 in Munich was besieged daily by infil- 
trees, delegations, officials. Even the protocols 
of the Central Committee’s Praesidium hardly 
reflect how vibrant was the atmosphere, how 
complex the problems that constituted its daily 
agenda. 


It was inevitable that the Central Committee 
and its subsidiaries throughout the Zone should 
enter into “operations” which the Army and 
UNRRA considered their province. Out of the 
innumerable conflicts which resulted between 
uniformed officials and Central Committee func- 
tionaries there emerged the official recognition 
of the Committee by General Joseph T. Mc- 
Narney on September 7, 1946. While the milit- 
ary authorities considered this contact a method 
of supervising and keeping within its control the 
inexhaustible energies of the Committee, the 
grant of recognition provided a hitherto un- 
known status to the liberated stateless Jews. With 
the exception of an alert broadcaster on the 
American Forces Network (Germany) who 
commented favorably on this “government with- 
out a flag,” the press in general failed to grasp 
its historic significance. Instead, the pulsating 
life of the Sheerith Hapletah was buried in an 
avalanche of sensational accounts of black-mar- 
ket raids and “incidents” at Stuttgart, Ulm and 
Landsberg, which involved provocative actions 
among Jews, U.S. soldiers and German police. 
What vast strides were made in every conceiv- 
able direction during the six months following 
the issuance of the Letter of Recognition of the 
Central Committee were clearly visible at the 
deliberations of the Second Congress at Bad 
Reichenall, Bavaria, February 25-28th, 1947. 
More than 600 newly-elected delegates, official 
representatives of military and international or- 
ganizations, and guests, presented a spectacle 
which in dignity and performance, even at the 
time appeared to the writer to compare favor- 
ably with the World Zionist Conference held in 
Basle a few weeks earlier. 
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The lively debates and considered resolutions 
of the Second Congress were haunted by a dread 
of blackening clouds on the political horizon. 
Emigration appeared blocked by the impasse in 
the Palestine discussions, and the vigorous steps 
to rebuild the German economy on the part of 
the U.S. Military Government created a sense of 
disillusionment. The impending passing out of 
UNRRA and the threat of being forced into 
the German economy were interpreted as the 
final negation of the promise of Liberation. Here 
were all the objective conditions for a moral 
collapse. However, the newly-elected Central 
Committee was entrusted with a mandate of 
imposing dimensions— “more schools, more 
books, more children, more hospitals, more 
work.” Faced by seemingly impossible alterna- 
tives they turned to the oceanic depths of their 
character for latent resources. 


‘THE UNBREAKABLE WILL of the people was dem- 
onstrated in the fulfillment of the Congress’s 
resolution “that the Sheerith Hapletah is deter- 
mined to leave the camps of Germany .. . to 
reach Palestine by any ways and means... and 
will not spare any sacrifice to fight for the estab- 
lishment of a Jewish state.” Aliyah Beth, the 
underground movement to Palestine, was on the 
march. The fate of the “Exodus, 1947” made 
a deep impression on world opinion, but the ex- 
traordinary machine within the Jewish settle- 
ment of Germany and Austria to facilitate the 
movement was a closely guarded secret. When 
the decision of the UN to partition Palestine 
in November 29th, 1947, and the declaration 
of the republic of Israel in May, 1948, are 
brought into historical focus, the impact upon 
them of the fierce will and unyielding courage 
of large elements of the Sheerith Hapletah will 
be writ large in the annals of this period. 
Shortly before the proclamation of the Jew- 
ish state, the General Secretary of the Central 
Committee, at the third and last Congress of 
the Sheearith Hapletah in Bad Reichenall, March 
30, April 1, 1948, limned the internal life of 
the people in a masterful address of several hours 
duration. With the continuation of the settle- 
ments into a third postliberation year, went so- 
cial and cultural changes of vital significance. 
By comparison with the early period, the year 
under consideration appeared, and in actuality 
was, stabilized and normal. Thrown back upon 
their own resources, the people developed educa- 
tional, cultural and religious institutions un- 
matched by any of the non-Jewish displaced 
groups. Sports and recreational activities flour- 
ished; medical and welfare services resorted less 
to improvisation; and the number of employ- 
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ables engaged in vocational training and prody. 
tive employment reached a new high. The e. 
tent of press and literary activity was reflecte 
in a Bibliography, published in Stuttgart in Jan. 
uary, 1948, which, although incomplete, listej 
234 newspapers, books, magazines printed maip. 
ly in Yiddish and Hebrew. There was a noticeab. 
le improvement in physical and sartorial appear. 
ance, and considerable financial contribution 
were made to the Haganah and the Jewish Ni. 
tional Fund. Despite the temptations of the cig. 
arette-and-coffee economy and overt antagonism 
on the part of the Germans and military person. 
nel, the social controls within the Sheerith Hap. 
letah were maintained. “In view of the condition; 
under which Jews have had to live in Germany,” 
stated General Clay, “their record for presery. 
ing law and order is to my mind one of the re. 
markable achievements which I have witnessed 
during my more than two years in Germany.” 
The sober judgment of the historian will run 
against any single explanation of this achieve. 
ment. The factors of self-reliance and inventive 
genius which gave birth to a variety of peculiar 
institutions, created in this sphere a unique in- 
stitution known as the Ehrengericht or Court of 
Honor. Problems which in any other society 
would have been brought to civilian courts or 
the traditional Beth Din (Court) and which un- 
der the Occupation might be referred to milit- 
ary courts were stlled by an Ehbrengericht. 
During the past five years thousands of case 
ranging from collaboration with the Nazis to 
defamation of character were settled without 
recourse to force. Authority was derived from 
the Congress of the Sheerith Hapletah, which 
duly elected the judges who presided over it 
sessions. The archive of the Ehrengericht, which 
fortunately preserved full minutes of every 
case, is one of the richest sources for a study 
of the character and psychology of a peopl 
recreating their civilization in a jungle. 


[F 17 was not already clear at the Third Con- 

gress whether Germany and Austria were to 
be steppingstones or tombstones, the proclams- 
tion of the Jewish State and the enactment of 
the Displaced Persons Act of 1948 dispelled all 
uncertainties. During the following twelve 
months waves of the emigrants rolled out in 
circle after circle to Israel and to the United 


States—a great exodus by land, sea and air. With} 


the struggle for survival in Israel the Sheerith 
Hapletah found an irrepressible emotional identi- 
fication; many of those capable of bearing weap- 


ons were soon side-by-side with their Israeli! 


brothers-in-arms; and by the fall of 1948, the 


disappearance of most of the established leader: | 
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roduc. ship from the camps and communities in Ger- ment in Germany and Austria left its impress 
he ex. many and Austria created new problems of in- on the attitude and hopes of those who were 
flected teal control and consolidation. caught or preferred to remain. The mood of 
in Jan-} “Two other vital facts deserve special consider- the former was expressed in devastatingly satiri- 
, lise ation on account of their decisive influence upon cal broadsides against the “Liberators” who had 
main-} +e mind and morale of the people; namely, the become “Liquidators” and parodies on the alter- 
ticeab, anxiety engendered by the war in Israel and the natives of “existentialism” or “liquidation.” As 
PPeat-| 14d conditions following it, and the prosperity for the latter, it became patent that the question 
bution that followed the currency reform in Germany of whether there would be a permanent Jewish 
sh Ni} in June, 1948. The prospect of a continuing camp community in Germany had become academic. 
he Cig-} xistence in Israel caused consternation and in- The Kultusgemeinde, despite all argument and 
gonism} decisiveness which no amount of interpretation protest, are an established fact in the Bonn Fed- 
erson- | or pressure by the military and the Jewish auth- eral Republic. That part of the Sheerith Hap- 
é Hap. tities could dissolve. It was natural that, in con- /etah, chiefly German and Austrian in origin, re- 
ditions trast, the opportunities afforded by “the miracle mains a tributary in the stream of German 
nany,’} of German abundance” and the impending real- _ history. 

reserv-| ‘vation of indemnity payments should influence As the forces of the postwar years beat pitiles- 


entive 
>culiar 
ue in- 
urt of 
ociety 


the decision of segments of the Sheerith Hap- 
letah regarding their future. Even the rapid 
closing and consolidation of assembly centers in 
1949 which the people designated bitterly as 
“Liquidation,” did not deflect any appreciable 
numbers toward Israel.. In fact, in the winter 
and spring of 1950 one could meet in Bavaria 
more than a hundred persons who had left for 
Israel during the mass exodus and had returned 
with passports issued by consulates of their coun- 


sly upon the Sheerith Hapletah, the inner fibre 
of the people was strengthened, and as the kalei- 
doscope is turned on its historical experience a 
dream of unique spiritual significance is revealed. 
In its enactment one can see visibly the gripping 
challenge of survival and the hopeful reply of 
affirmation. And the longer one contemplates its 
complexities and its triumphs, the more does the 
achievement of the Sheerith Hapletah inspire 
a deep faith in the capacity of human power to 
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Reform Judaism and Israel 
| by Charles E. Shulman 


NY CONSIDERATION of events in Israel and 
the attitude of the American Jew toward 
these events must take into account four factors. 
These are the history of the labor movement in 
Israel which conditions the thinking of labor 
sympathizers toward religion as well as econo- 
mics, the emergence of an independent state of 
Israel whose government is possible because of 
the coalition of labor and the religious bloc, the 
tidal wave of immigration to Israel which has 
linked Israel financially, socially and spiritually 
with the American Jewish community, and the 
capacity of the American Jewish people to play 
an influential role in the development of the 
life of Israel. 

The history of the labor party of Israel is 
tied to rebellion in eastern Europe against the 
traditional Jewish religious patterns. The pio- 
neers who came to Israel in the closing years of 
the last century and the early years of the twenti- 
eth century were primarily secularist in their 
thinking. They did not see any need of religious 
theology and practice in working out their pro- 
gram for a good and satisfying life here on 
earth. They were not concerned with the life 
hereafter. Their attitude was influenced by 
many of the social theories of the nineteenth 
century. The religion against which they re- 
belled did not offer them the social gospel they 
were seeking. If that gospel was contained in 
Judaism, they did not search for it, or they did 
not discover it. Religion appeared to them as a 
set of traditions wrapped in piety—too passive 
for effective help in time of present need. They 
therefore excluded it from their program. While 
they never went to the lengths of the Marxists 
in considering it the opiate of the people, they, 
nevertheless, regarded it as a minor force in the 
establishment of their Utopia. Themselves the 
rich products of the teachings contained in the 
very religion they eschewed (witness such indi- 
viduals as Ben Gurion, Sharett, Remez, Shazar, 
Katznelson, Borochov, Dov Hos, Gollumb and 
a host of others), they omitted the forms of re- 
ligion in the building of their community. A 
study of the biographies of these men indicates 
a keen appreciation of Hebrew literature and 
culture and little or no attachment to the prac- 
tices, ritual ceremonies and theistic authority 
associated with the religion of Judaism. They 
would point to patterns of religious living which 
they advocated through group folkways, agricul- 
tural festivals, celebration of Hanukah, Purim 
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and the like. But by the standards of organized 
religion which include synagogue associations, 
prayer, ethical disciplines, ritual and custom a; 
prescribed by traditional Judaism, such observ. 
ances could be classified as being more pagan 
than religious. By these standards most of the 
people of Israel are not religious. 

There are thousands of people in Israel in all 
walks of life who would be prepared to accept 
dignified, modern religious practices and obsery- 
ances if these were offered to them. That they are 
not offered to them is not necessarily the fault | 
of the Orthodox Jewish community. It is due 
solely to the fact that modern religion as we 
know it in Jewish life in America has not paid 
overly much attention to Israel’s needs in the 
decades preceding the creation of the new state. 
On the Orthodox side of the fence are the Hapoel 
Hamizrachi who have fought for the state and | 
died for the state, who have established settle- 
ments and done all that the other labor groups 
in Israel have done—with religion added. Their 
accomplishment is not unknown to the radicals, 
Their deeds have evoked the admiration of those 


far removed from the religious traditions of the | 


Jewish people. For some time now the labor 
groups have been aware of the need of imparting 
something of the traditional “higher spirit” to 
the holidays for the benefit of the non-religious 
Jewish working communities; they are far 
from any realization of such a need. But it must 
be said on their behalf that they are putting re- | 
ligion into practice in its most cardinal Jewish | 
form, even if that religion is stripped of customs, | 
forms and ceremonies familiar to the average 

Jew. They are engaged in the great task, the | 
highest of all commandments, pidyon shivuyim, | 
the redemption of the captives. It is impossible | 
to understand the problem that hovers over | 
Israel without realizing the over-all pressure on | 
the country occasioned by war, economic string- | 
ency and the waves of immigration. To absorb | 
immigrants, to die for one’s country to sacrifice | 
without stint, to make room for wanderers from | 
every corner of the earth, to do on such a magni- | 
ficent scale what the great countries of the earth | 
do on such a puny scale—all this is considered | 
religion by the non-conformists of Israel. And | 
who can deny them their claim? | 





"THE EMERGENCE of the state of Israel brought 


the matter of religion sharply to the fore- | 


front. The largest single party in Israel is Mapai. 
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It did not receive a sufficient number of votes 
in the initial election to constitute a majority 
able to govern in accordance with European 
parliamentary standards. Mapam refused to join 
it because of differences over foreign policy. 
Mapai then turned to the religious bloc. It is 
an uneasy coalition. The groups outside the 
coalition like Mapam, Heruth, the General Zion- 
ists and others are also aloof from the executive 
branch of the government of Israel. Mapai is 
not interested in the tenets of the religious bloc. 
It is interested only in its political support. For 
that support it pays a price. It is not happy that 
busses do not run on the Sabbath in Tel Aviv 
and Jerusalem (ironically enough they do run 
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in Haifa because they ran on that day during 
the mandate). The kosher diet imposed through 
the insistence of the religious bloc is irksome to 
many. Cicil marriages are forbidden. Religious 
education among the immigrants is mandatory. 
Mr. Ben Gurion and his party accept these 
compromises with the best grace they can. The 
situation does not make the people of Israel re- 
ligious. If the religious bloc were to gain con- 
trol of the government tomorrow it would be 
faced with a condition not unlike that which 
prevailed in America during the time of the pro- 
hibition law. Its decrees would be unobeyed or 
would be violated by subterfuge. Indeed, it is 
questionable whether the religious bloc is in an 
enviable position by virtue of its political power. 
The American Commission of the Rabbinical 
Assembly pointedly referred to this fact in the 
report of its survey of religion in Israel. It said: 
“The reduction of religion to a question of party politics 
has had and will continue to have some very detrimental 
consequences for the cause of religion. It has deepened the 
antagonism of the anti-religious elements against it. The 
people of Israel are highly sensitive and intelligent, and 
they will not be won back to religion through state action. 
If they are to be reached at all, it would have to be through 
a continued restatement of the vitality of the religious 
idea and its continuing relevance to our time. It is one 
thing to expect the state to show respect in its official 
actions for the sanctities of Judaism. It is quite another 
thing to depend on it to legislate for religious observance.” 
If the coalition is not accepted with enthusi- 
asm by the governing party of Israel it can be 
assumed that the religionists are not too happy 
about it either. The religious bloc has been 
chafing under restrictions it feels are imposed on 
it. Mr. H. A. Goodman, the political secretary 
of Agudath Israel has expressed the view of this 


group in the following language: 
“Without doubt some compromise will be achieved. 


Without doubt Mapai, which controls the government, 
will fear the defection of the Religious Bloc with all its 
Possible repercussions on the Jewish and world scenes. The 


| kulturkampf may be postponed. But unless there is com- 
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plete re-orientation of the powers-that-be in Israel, the 
revolt is inevitable. . . .” 

Immigration is bound to affect the religious 
future of the country. The matter cannot be 
adequately weighed now when the immigrants 
are pouring in by the hundreds of thousands and 
the means of integrating them are insufficient. 
The people of Iraq, Yemen and other Arab- 
ruled countries are religious in the deeply tra- 
ditional sense of the term. They are, in the main, 
young people. Old age is not the privilege of 
many who live under the feudal standards of 
Arab potentates. These young immigrants may 
or may not become fanatical supporters of the 
kind of religion known to exist in Israel today. 
The possibilities of their modifying their religious 
attachments cannot be excluded. They are bound 
to come under the influence of the socialist ideo- 
logies held by the present majority in Israel, and 
the radicals may, in turn, be touched by the 
religious influence of the immigrants. The effects 
of the new life in Israel and its changed tempo 
may produce among these new immigrants from 
the East and among their hosts a religious pattern 
closer to liberal lines than the kind they have 
known in Arab lands. We cannot overlook 
changes that occur by virtue of propinquity. 

It cannot be denied that the liberal Jewish 
elements in America and elsewhere have cause for 
concern over the religious situation in Israel to- 
day. But to demand changes and corrections 
from America, from London or from any other 
quarter outside of Israel is to be lacking in real- 
ism. When the orthodox groups in America 
cabled Ben Gurion demanding religious educa- 


tion in the immigrant camps he replied: 
“If it is your wish to exert direct influence on the path 


taken by the state of Israel and to strengthen a particular 
movement in our state, then the most effective means is 
to join us and settle in Israel.” 

The same kind of message could conceivably 
be the answer to demands of the Central Con- 
ference of American Rabbis, the World Union 
of Progressive Judaism or to any other liberal 
Jewish body demanding rights in Israel. Mr. 
Ben Gurion’s view is understandable if not logi- 
cal. Israel happens to be the concern of all the 
Jewish people of the world. The residents of 
Israel look to the American Jewish community 
in particular for funds through the United Jew- 
ish Appeal to help them in their difficult task 
of establishing living quarters and opportunities 
for the hordes of new immigrants. And the 
Jewish critics of Israel have, with the exception 
of the American Council for Judaism, indicated 
their spiritual solidarity with its life. But, un- 
like the Hapoel HaMizrachi followers, there are 
no liberal religious members of kibbutzim in 
Israel. There are no liberal rabbis who have re- 
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linquished their rabbinical status to work siq h 
by side with the toilers in Israel as there are pes 
Orthodox rabbis affiliated with the Hapoel Hi. | ~ ral 
mizrachi. There is no Reform Judaism to speak | pee 


of as we know it in America. There are ideologi. al 
cal as well as practical reasons for this. Reform " id 
earlier thinking was solely in terms of adjus. = 
ment of diaspora life. The mission idea in Re. | 
form deliberately excluded Palestine as a plac - 

of Jewish resettlement. It is not surprising there.) POF 
fore that there are no Reform Jewish congreg:.\ value 
tions in Israel akin to those we know in Americ,| th 
The three congregations established there by th ™°Y 
World Union of Progressive Judaism are much| of Je 
1 IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR closer to the Orthodox Jewish ritual and custom} Judai 
| than to Reform, and hardly distinguishable from| the J 


world 
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| © Worm comradeship in « congenial enviresment. the traditional Orthodox Jewish pattern. Mos, ‘°*P* 
e Jewish education, social and fraternal activities. of the people of Israel have no idea of the natur| e® 
© An opportunity to do your bit for Israel, the Jew- of Reform J udaism. There is no Reform Jewish pecs 
| ish people and progressive forces everywhere. | movement in Israel. Were there such the 80v-| ws 
ernment would take cognizance of it and dei UC 
| e An intelligent program for American Jewry. with it as with other elements. That is why it| way, 
| does little good to pass resolutions in other coun. 0 # 
tries demanding changes to benefit non-existent! ™™ 
living movements in Israel. The life and re 4°! 
THEN YOUR PLACE IS IN THE ligion of Israel will ultimately be determined by SU%8 
the people who live in Israel and not by declan) of 
tions and demants of Jews in the diaspora. | ie 

JEWISH NATIONAL Lt 

MERICAN REFORM Judaism labors under pe. bios 


WORKERS’ ALLIANCE culiar handicaps with regard to Israel. Is =i 


traditional attitude for decades following th: 
































The Leber Zionist Fraternal Pittsburgh Platform was openly hostile to the sre 
Zionist movement. When it changed its cours) — 4 
Order it did not openly support Zionist aspirations. Th! 12 i 
Summer Camps _ Schools for Children Columbus Platform, which still stands, adv ocate| - 

pee : neutrality on the subject of Zionist aspiration) 9 
Activities for Israel and the Histadrut and Israel as a Jewish state. The effect of this wou 
Stimulating Branch Programs attitude has never been lost on the people oi * d 
Support of Organized Labor Israel. Added to these handicaps is the furthe| _ ligio 
Cooperative Institutions fact that the Council for Judaism was born in| tis 
the ranks of the American Reform Rabbinar But 
A wide range of fraternal Life and the Rabbis associated with this movemen Ame 
PLU coe: agg Rie gy Re — are exclusively Reform Rabbis. Thus Reform Sine 
neral and Cemetery Benefits at Judaism has not been able to free itself from tk Ame 
snsniatsiencnmaetinntel association of elements implacably hostile » the 
Jewish National Workers’ Alliance Zionist ideology. It must astonish the people «|  ¢%P¢ 
_— 45 E. 17th St., New York 3, N. Y. Israel to learn of Reform Judaism’s concen) ™an 
CLIP Gentlemen: about religion in a state which Reform Judaism) Very 
AND Without obligation on my part send has never completely supported. ste 
MAIL ka uses tak pet igcfel If American Liberal Judaism hopes to influ ae 
TODAY! ~ al ence Israel’s thinking on the subject, two cours| a 
————— eee are necessary: _ relig 
jan 1. American Reform must go beyond the gov. 
> : facto recognition of Israel and give the nev oft 
eee ae state de Jure recognition. It must advance be} and 
Phone No yond the Columbus Platform of neutrality anil refu 
meet) ee openly support not only the state, but the philo| bef; 
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sophy that brought the state into being. It 
must no longer temporize with the elements in 
its ranks whose fearridden hysteria projects such 
questions as multiple loyalties and antisemitism 
3s valid deterrents to efforts toward building a 
healthy Jewish community elsewhere in the 
world. 

2, Reform Judaism has an unparalleled op- 
portunity to perform a missionary work of great 
yalue in Israel. There is need of more religion 
in the old-new homeland, not less. The secular 
movements in Israel have not produced the kind 
of Jews who can perpetuate the living ideal of 
Judaism. Secularism is not the aim and goal of 
the Jewish people. Professor Joseph Klausner has 
expressed the same sentiments in Israel that have 
been heard on the floor of the Central Confer- 
ence of American Rabbis. In an article in the 
newspaper “Haboker” written some months ago 
under the title Yisrael l’an atto holech? (which 
way, Israel?) he made some trenchant comments 
on the dangers arising from the lack of religious 
motivation of life in Israel. He, too raised the 
question: ‘““Have our prophets spoken, our sages 
sung for ‘Hebrew-speaking gentiles?’” In spite 
of his plea, in spite of the seeming dictatorial 
character of Orthodoxy as represented by the 
religious bloc, Orthodoxy has left untouched the 
vast numbers of the country’s population. The 
governing party knows this. The bulk of the 
population knows this. But many American 
Jews do not know this. 


It is indeed regrettable that the religious bloc 
in Israel does not show more understanding, 
tolerance and sympathy to liberals in religion 
and politics there. My observations in Israel 
would seem to indicate that the socialists are 
as distressed over the intransigence of the re- 
ligious group as are others outside the country. 
It is not good religion. And it is not good politics. 
But before turning our gaze to Israel we in 
America might look into our own conditions. 
Since Revolutionary War times and _ earlier 
America has had blue laws on its books favoring 
the thinking of certain religious groups at the 
expense of other groups. To my knowledge 
many of these laws still stand. We have been 
very patient in America. Can we not be patient 
with the people of Israel and give them a chance 
to work out the problems inevitable in the form- 
ation of a new state. If the people of Israel, the 
majority of whom are not in sympathy with 
religious controls, are willing to support their 
government can we do less? One is reminded 
of the story concerning the patriarch Abraham 
and the stranger he entertained. The stranger 
refused to obey Abraham’s request to praise God 
before partaking of food and Abraham per- 
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emptorily sent him away and denied him hospi- 
tality. And God spoke to Abraham and asked 
him how long he had known the stranger. “But 
an hour,” was the reply. “I have known that 
man fifty years and have born with him,” said 
God, “could you not have been patient with 
him for an hour?” 


Before a favorable climate can prevail for the 
nurturing of a Jewish Zion in the religious sense, 
we must create adequate means of channeling 
the thinking of Israel along religious lines. Here 
liberal Judaism has the same opportunity as have 
other branches of Judaism. It must establish 
better liberal synagogues than it now supports 
in Israel. It must be prepared to send rabbis to 
Israel who are closely akin to the aspirations of 
the idealists of the land and who can share their 
labors as well as their dreams. It can well emu- 
late the devotion of the Hapoel Hamizrachi and 
interpret such devotion in liberal terms among 
those who have never seen liberal Judaism in 
form or practice. It can apply its sense of social 
justice to Israel and seek there to perform among 
its own what it finds so difficult to perform 
among others in other lands. And I am confident 
that it will find a ready response to such a pro- 
gram of thought and action. 
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A Man with Two Wives | 


by Hayim Hazaz 


A’ EVIL spirit came over the old woman when 

she saw the new wife becoming the main 
interest for Mori Alfekah, and he hovered 
around her, and stuck to her, and lay on her 
pillow continually, never leaving her day or 
night. 

She did not take the slight in peace and quiet, 
but kept after her rival with seventy-seven 
arguments and seventy-seven again, and again 
and again. 

“What’s wrong with you?” she pursued her 
with her misty, nagging eyes and a face turned 
like a crushed mushroom, “What’s wrong with 
you? Are you crazy? As though you had a 
thirteen year old to deal with, or a fourteen year 
old in prime heat, that you keep chasing him 
and sapping his strength day by day, hour by 
hour? Has anyone ever seen the like of it? 
There’s hardly a spark of strength left in him 
and you want to rush him into his grave, one, 
two, three? Let him mot have children! We 
don’t want them, if you’re going to distract him 
this way. We don’t want them. Didn’t I have 

an agreement with him how you’d behave to- 
gether? We had an agreement! We had an 
agreement!” 

“But, mother, I never ask or ever tell him a 
thing,” Lulwe bent before her and said in a 
whisper, “It’s all his doing. What can I do?” 

“Don’t consent! Refuse!” the old one fumed 
at her, “If he’s gone crazy already, must you be 
just as crazy? It’s a sin! The man will die.” 

“You tell him, O mother. I can’t tell him 
anything. I’d be ashamed.” 

“Don’t be ashamed. He has to guard his 
strength. When he comes to you, chase him out, 
send him to me. ... The old fool, the old lecher 
that he is! He’s already put me right out of 
his mind. Already he just soaks his crust in the 
pot and is content with his lot, and gives me 
no mind, as though I were dead and gone. What 
is this? Have we come to such a pass? Let him 
come to me! Always, always with you? I'll put 
his eyes out! As long as I’m still living he has 
to spend a week with you and a week with me, 
or a month with you and a month with me, and 
not all the time, all the time, just with you! 
Don’t be so shy, girl. It’s a sin. If he’s gone 


This sketch of Yemenite life in Israel is taken from the 
novel “She Dwelleth in the Gardens” translated from the 
Hebrew by BEN HALPERN. 
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crazy already and forgotten the wife of hi 
youth, you have to remind him, tell him: ‘Ir, 
a sin, what about your first wife?’ a 

Nor did she press her alone, but she fell upon 
Mori Alfekah, upon him especially and gave him } 
hard words, saying: “So! You’ve forgotten me 
Yes! Forgotten me, haven’t you? And why 
about that oath you swore to me, as though J, : 
your wife, would be the mistress and the mother 
of the house, and all the rest is only for the! 
commandment’s sake? See, now, how you ¢e.| 
ceived me, you lied to me! Where, where js 
that oath of yours you swore to me, not to| 
prefer her above me, and to make us equak| 
like your two eyes? Have you forgotten e-every. | 
thing? Yes, yes, now you've already found the| 
dawn of the world for yourself! You've forgot- 
ten the grace and kindness that I did for you, 
that it was all my doing, I gave her to you, | 
found her and I persuaded her for you. So much| 
gratitude to your wife, the wife of your youth?! 
O woe is me, woe is me.” 

“No, no, ya mera,” Mori Alfekah’s heart sank’ 
and he stood there trying to appease her, “Don’t 
say such things and don’t give yourself pain! 
with hard and wicked words. Aren’t you the} 
pillar of the household, an old woman full of 
wisdom and understanding, and you know why 
I took her, only for performing the command- 
ment, not for human pleasures, Heaven forbid. 
You know me. Not for any pleasure or such 
things, it’s just that I have to be with her and 
keep her happy, for her needs are different, she’ 
still young.” 

“Don’t lie to me! Don’t lie to me!” she shook 
with wrath and flung her hands around like : 
wheel, “You’ve changed your skin already! 
You’ve changed your skin already! Where are 
you gone, and where’s your old manners toward 
me and your faithfulness? You never even look! 
at me, you don’t even ask if I’m still on earth or 
gone to Heaven. You’re already provided for,| 
yes, indeed. You’ve already got a new toy.” 





“Ya mera, the Blessed Name give you many! 
happy years. There’s really no need for being 
jealous about such things. We’re old people! 
already, well on in years, and we await tht) 
coming of the Redeemer speedily in our day, 
and all the other things are vain and empty. 
We don’t need them any more. It’s not fitting 
for you or for me to lower ourselves to quarré 
about vanities that do not concern us. We've 
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already gone beyond that. I’m just trying it, 
on the chance that the Name will still remember 
ys and grant us a son, if not for that — the 


' sun’s gone down already, and the whole thing 
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is unnecessary, ya mera.... 
All these soft words he told her and she was 


pacified and soothed. 


ORI ALFEKAH thought his words had won 

the old one over and was glad at heart. 
From now on, he said, there will be no more 
quarrels and disputes in the house but only good- 
ness and ease, and so he became even more loving 
to his young wife and pampered and petted 
her, and he frequented her more than before 
and found pleasure in her. But he was mistaken. 
It was only a few days before Satan tempted 
the old one and she went back to her old song, 
going around the house like a cloudy day, ir- 
ritable and scolding, in an ill mind and her 
gloomy face turned always to the ground. 

One of those days, when Mori Alfekah sat 
down to his noonday meal, the old one failed to 
come in to the table. He waited for her a little 
while, then a little while again, and since she de- 
layed coming he sent Lulwe after her. She went 
and found her sitting on the floor in the kitchen, 
bent and shrunken, her kness clasped in her 
arms and her head between her knees. 

She stood before her and said: “Get up, 
mother, he’s washed already and waiting for you 
to come so he can bless over the bread. Get up, 
mother, get up and, let’s eat.” 

The old one croaked an answer to the ground: 
“I don’t want to. You go eat with him, I don’t 
want to eat.” 

“But you must come, mother,” she would not 


' leave her, “You must.” 
she’ | 


ward | 


look 
th of 


” 


eiNg 
-ople 


day, | 


pty: 


ting | 
arrel | 


'e’ve 


; 


for, | 
sang} doy 
- either, 


eae 





“I already told you to go eat, leave me alone! 
I don’t want to eat anything, I don’t want to 
see his face.” 

“Mother, why should you be angry at him?” 
she stood in distress uncertainly, “Get up and 
let us hear the blessing. He’s waiting.” 

“No, no, no!” answered the old woman, with 
aset and angry countenance, “I don’t want to 


look at his face, that lunatic! Go tell him to’ 


swill by himself. I won’t go!” 
“All right,” Lulwe stooped to the ground and 
sat down, “If you won’t go, then I won’t go 


The old woman let that pass without com- 
ment, and they sat side by side in silence. At 
that time, Mori Alfekah came in, and stood 
leaning on the doorpost in amazement. 

“What’s wrong with you?” he looked from 
one woman to the other and said, “Have you 
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beth rebelled on me and left me by myself? 
Isn’t it a sin for the table to be there and you 
sitting here?” 

“T haven’t tied her up,” the old one ground 
out, “Take her, go eat with her. I don’t want 
to.” 

“Why don’t you want to?” Mori Alfekah 
stared at her, “Come, eat, and hear the food 
blessed. What’s the matter with you?” 

““Whatever it is, it’s my affair!” she grew en- 
raged at him, “Go and eat! I don’t want to hear 
any more blabbering. Go!” 

““As you please,” Mori Alfekah submitted and 
signed to Lulwe with his eye. ‘Come, let’s eat, 
maybe she’ll come to eat later. I must hurry to 
the Old City go see poor old Mori Said who’s 
gone crazy, Heaven preserve us!” 

“J don’t want to eat at all either,” she too 
bent her head and sing-songed. 

“But the dish is getting cold already. What’s 
the matter with you? What will it taste like? 
If we don’t eat it while it’s warm, what’s it 
worth?” 

“Eat alone!” the old one flung her reply in 
his face, “‘Go eat alone!” 

‘Is this the time to get stubborn? Right now, 
at meal time?” he set himself and began speaking 
reasonably to her, “Good, let’s have it. What 
do you want and what do you lack? I'll do it. 
I'll give you what’s coming to you. Here she'll 
stand witness between us. Take what’s coming 
to you and no need to make trouble for you 
and for me. It’s a shame, a shame for such as 
us. We’re old already—” 

“Eha — h, now you're old already?” the old 
woman cut him off, jeering, “Only for me you’re 
old, but for yourself and for her you’re a young 
buck and your strength holds out.” 


“All right, all right. For you too. Enough, 
no more cheap talk. Sh-ame! Old people like 
us to make scenes yet.” 


‘Never mind, neyer mind, that’s how it must 
be. As we agreed: half for me, half for her. A 
week for me and a week for her or a month for 
me and a month for her, and not all the time 
only just with her, just with her! As long as I 
haven’t died yet, I’m still alive, and you’re my 
husband and I’m the spouse of your youth, the 
mother and pillar of the house, and the chief 
wife. No, no, Ill never agree nor consent to 
see you betray me and cast me off in my old 
age; this the Name commanded not.” 

“All right, all right, let’s go eat,” Mori Alfe- 
kah leered at Lulwe affectionately, and turned 
to go, as the women rose and followed, “Ah, a 
man with two wives has gallows and knives.” 
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In the World Conflict 


Korea 


The following is the text of the 
statement of Mr. Moshe Sharett, 
Foreign Minister of Israel, before 


the Knesset in Jerusalem, July 4, 
1950: 


*"THE wor p, hovering between 

shattered peace and the threat 
of war, trapped between hope and 
despair, was horrified and shaken 
by the first reports of the outbreak 
of fighting in Korea. Whoever 
opened the hostilities was, in the 
eyes of the world, the one who 
threw a burning match into an 
explosive store. His is the respon- 
sibility for the conflict in embryo 
which from small beginnings is li- 
able to embroil the entire globe in 
blood and fire and bring upon 
mankind a disaster from which it 
may not recover. 

Throughout the world, masses 
of people today fix their eyes upon 
the United Nations and ask wheth- 
er it will find the fortitude, ability 
and strength to carry forward its 
exalted mission to erect a barrier 
against catastrophe. Will it suc- 
ceed in nipping the evil of war in 
the bud? Will it prove able, not 
only to repel danger, but also to 
fortify and consolidate the peace 
of the world and remove the threat 
of war from its horizon? 

The Security Council is the or- 
gan of the United Nations charged 
to watch over international secur- 
ity. At three successive sessions on 
June 25, 27 and 28, the Council 
considered the Korean issue. 

In the face of these events, hav- 
ing regard to the direct approach 
of the Secretariat of the United 
Nations, the Government held an 
extraordinary meeting in which it 
considered the situation after hear- 
ing a detailed report. 

The Government had no reason 
to question the accuracy, descrip- 
tion or definition of events in 
Korea, contained in the Resolution 
of the Security Council. Conclu- 
sive evidence of the validity of the 
facts on which the Council based 
itself was furnished by the events 
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themselves. The rapid, determined 
sweep of the Northern Forces in 
their advance southwards was it- 
self proof of planned initiative. It 
was Southern, not Northern Korea 
which had turned to the Council 
with an appeal for help. Northern 
Korea failed to comply with the 
call of the Security Council to 
break off hostilities and withdraw 
to the line previously agreed upon. 


The Government was well aware 
of the fact that the meeting of 
the Security Council was held in 
the absence of one of its permanent 
members. The withdrawal of the 
Soviet Union from meetings of the 
Security Council, just as the ab- 
sence of the Soviet Union and a 
number of states allied to it from 
other United Nations bodies, was 
at the time a matter of profound 
regret to the Government of Israel, 
giving rise to grave concern for 
the future. 


Israel’s representatives whole- 
heartedly upheld the efforts of the 
Secretary-General to close the 
breach and restore to the United 
Nations its integrity and full func- 
tioning capacity. These views 
were expressed in numerous con- 
versations with members of the 
Secretariat and others. At the 
same time, the Israel Delegation to 
the United Nations did all it could 
to preserve and strengthen rela- 
tions of friendship and mutual un- 
derstanding with the Soviet Dele- 
gation; our Delegation is under in- 
structions to persevere in these 
efforts in the future. Without 
justifying the withdrawal of the 
Soviet Union, the Government of 
Israel has a genuine understanding 
for the considerations which im- 
pelled the step and favors the con- 
tinuation of special efforts for the 
restoration of the Security Council 
to full strength. 


The Government of Israel, how- 
ever, as a member of the United 
Nations which has undertaken 
faithfully to abide by the Charter 
and which based its foreign policy 
in the first place on support of the 
United Nations, is unable to agree 
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, cardinal principle of its policy, 
and its support for the United Na- 
tions as the main instrument for 
the realization of this aim. 

The section dealing with the 
, foreign policy of the Government's 
submitted to the 


program, as 
Knesset by the Prime Minister on 
March 8, 1949, contained the 
following: 


A. Local adherence to the prin- 
ciples of the Charter of the United 
Nations and friendship with all 
peace-loving nations, in particular 
with the United States and the 
Soviet Union. 

B. Support of all measures de- 
signed to strengthen peace, secure 
the rights of man and the equality 
of peoples and enhance the author- 
ity and effectiveness of the United 
Nations. 

In seeking concisely to formu- 
late the same Government program 
in his speech of November 21, 
1949, the Prime Minister gave the 
definition of the first of these as: 
“a foreign policy of peace. Peace 
with the Arab peoples. Peace with 
the world. The State of Israel will 
not serve as a mouthpiece or agent 
for one side in aggression against 
the other. The Government of Is- 
rel will support every attempt 
and effort designed to compose the 
differences between the various 
blocs and to strengthen world 
| peace.” 

The principle of non-identifica- 
tion is Israel’s way of serving 
world peace, of making its specific 
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contribution towards preventing a 
widening of the breach and per- 
haps, within its restricted means, 
of helping in narrowing and heal- 
ing the breach. But this principle 
of non- identification cannot be 
perverted into a repudiation of 
world peace, nor can it serve as a 
pretext for running away from 
responsibility towards the United 
Nations, nor can it be turned into 
a weapon which instead of pre- 
serving peace might well affect the 
security of Israel itself. There are 
other nations in the world, among 
them a great state, and a number 
of smaller states, who, in the face 
of grave world conflict, are at one 
with us in endeavoring to tread 
the narrow, stony path of com- 
plete moral independence and po- 
litical non-identification. Not one 


of these states is prepared to in- 
terpret this principle as implying 
non-identification with the United 
Nations against disturbers of the 
peace. Not one of them will agree 
that this principle can lead to the 
conclusion that the United Nations 
must renounce its title to deter- 
mine who is right and who is 
wrong in this or that dispute; that 
it must suffer its own paralysis and 
abandon the world to unrestricted 
ravages of the rule of “might is 
right.” 

How well we know that the Se- 
curity Council did not effectively 
come to our aid when we ourselves 
were the victims of aggression. But 
the United Nations did intervene 
in order to bring the fighting to 
an end and did bring about the 
first and second truces, culminat- 
ing in armistice negotiations which, 
step by step, completed the cessa- 
tion of hostilities and the stabiliza- 
tion of our present boundaries. 
Neither the unsatisfactory part of 
our experience with the Security 
Council, nor any event of our hap- 
pier experiences is such as to impel 
us to surrender our right to urge 
the United Nations intervention 
and to claim United Nations de- 
fense in the event of a renewal of 
attacks on our frontiers. In that 
event, we will most certainly in- 
voke the Charter to hold the Se- 
curity Council to its responsibility. 

Basing itself upon these princi- 
ples and considerations, the Gov- 
ernment of Israel defined its posi- 
tion in a special resolution which 
was forwarded to the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations, 
answering his despatches. The res- 
olution stated: 

“The Government of Israel op- 
poses and condemns aggression 
wherever it may occur and from 
whatever quarter it may emanate. 
In fulfilment of her obligations 
under the Charter, Israel supports 
the Security Council in its efforts 
to put an end to the breach of the 
peace in Korea and to restore peace 
in that area. The Government of 
Israel hopes the United Nations 
will continue its endeavors to align 
all the Great Powers in a common 
effort for safeguarding the peace 
of the world.” 

The Government of Israel does 
not under this resolution become 
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a party to the grave conflict which 
divides the great part of the world 
and covers the international hori- 
zon with clouds threatening dis- 
aster. The Government of Israel 
by this resolution discharges its 
obligation under the Charter and 
vindicates its dedication to the 
cause of peace. Israel is aligned 
with those nations who see in the 
United Nations the first line of 
defense against world catastrophe, 
the like of which has never been 
seen. The security and develop- 
ment requirements of Israel, the 
fulfilment of its historic mission 
of the ingathering of the exiles, 
concern for the fate of the surviv- 
ing remnant of the Jewish people 
in dispersion, all go to emphasize 
the responsibility of the Govern- 
ment of Israel, fortifying its spirit, 
strengthening its determination to 
persevere in a course which it has 
once traced for itself: the course 
of independent policy, free of bloc 
entanglement; striving for agreed 
settlement of conflicts dividing the 
world; preservation of the author- 
ity of the United Nations for the 
sake of peace. 


Israel cannot be content with 
mere determination of its own po- 
sition. In this hour, charged with 
a peril which none knows but 
which may be seen in the future 
as the hour of destiny, she believes 
it incumbent on her—though ful- 
ly aware of her minor position and 
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22 West 38th Street, New York 18, N. Y. J 
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The Jewish masses, deeply con- 
scious of the above, support the 
policy of the Government of Is- 
rael in its reluctance to identify 
itself with any of the contending 
world blocs and back every real 
effort for the sake of peace. 


We believe that real concern for 
peace makes it imperative for us 
to maintain an attitude of honor 
and respect to all parties, the avoid- 
ance of derision and atrocity pro- 
paganda, the non-identification 
with or subservience to any party 
endangering the world’s peace and 
to support every honest and effec- 
tive measure for the maintenance 
of peace. 


We insist that this is not the 
aim of the “Peace Congress” in 
whose name the Peace Committee 
in Israel is functioning. 


This organization is not pre- 
pared to work against every and 
any danger to peace or against any 
act which might, objectively, en- 
danger the peace, no matter 
whence the danger threatens. 


This “Peace Congress” is one of 
the organizations and instruments 
of the World Communist Move- 
ment. It warns against dangers to 
the peace threatening, in its view, 
only from one group of countries: 
it negates wholesale all activities 
and attitudes of the Western Bloc 
which it derides and against which 
it carries on an increasing atrocity 
propaganda campaign. But the 
same organization accepts and 
countenances the activities and at- 
titudes of the Eastern Bloc coun- 
tries, brooking no appeal or 
thought concerning any act or at- 
titude they may take in the inter- 
national conflict. 


The mission and work of the 
“Peace Congress” is in no way able 
to diminish the dangers to peace 
since it is a tool in the hands of 
one of the parties in the cold war. 


It is for that reason that we 
maintain that the taking of signa- 
tures by the Israel Peace Commit- 
tee does not serve world peace, 
but rather serves the needs of the 
World Communist Movement. 


MIFLEGET POALE ERETZ IsRAEL 
(Palestine Workers Party) 
Tel-Aviv, June 1950 
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Resolution of the Labor _— 
Zionist Organization of the 
| of America Council 
July 16, 1950 "4 
THE Lazor Zionist Organization ~ 
of America supports the vigor- vi 
ous action taken by the United a on 
Nations to halt aggression against r ion 
the people of South Korea and : Wo 
commends the initiative of the fo ude 
United States to bring that action pi 
about. The | 
We call for wholehearted sup- PRXQpo ° 2 of Am 
port by the American people to Arti 0 t fact th 
implement the resolutions adopted LIVINGSTON MANOR 2, N. Y, sdoptec 
by the Security Council, to the N. Y¥. Phone: WI 7-0774 al 3 
end that the United Nations may wn al 
achieve a speedy and decisive vic- dined 
tory in the Korean fighting and United 
thus restore peace in Korea in the 2gain, 
interests of world peace. ii a 
We express the conviction that democr 
world peace can be attained and i 
secured only through an effective stration 
and functioning United Nations, i charact 
discharging its responsibilities with Arab s 
the support of all member nations, ‘great 
according to its Charter. shipme 
We reject as insincere and mis- countri 
leading the Communist-sponsored suennt 
Stockholm peace petitions which 
are now being circulated in a ma- A 
neuver to shift responsibility from 
those who are primarily to blame 
for the existing tension and con- 
flict in the world, and who are ‘ 








now guilty of aggression against 
the peace in Korea. 

We urge the United States Gov- 
ernment to make it clear to the 
peoples of the Far East that it sup- 
ports the principle of self-deter- 
mination and it defends them from 
aggression so that they may live 
in peace, freedom and~democracy. 

To give meaning and vitality 
to such assurances, we appeal to 
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ISH 
the Government of the United HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB HERING-COLTON-CHADDOCK, Met. J} | 1, 
States to initiate an enlarged pro- Ferndale 2, N. Y. Phone Liberty 654 or 655 Nev 
gram of economic assistance to un- Lal 
der-developed territories and to | frie 
encourage economic and social re- con 
forms. In this connection we note oy [° $1] 
with concern recent moves in Con- ; * TOPS IN ENTERTAINMENT! 7 
gress to reduce the Point Founr VERY LOW RATES ¢ ALL SPORTS. zat 
Program appropriation. Congress SWIMMING POOL © DIETARY LAWS try 
: f 1 ae CHILDREN'S DAY CAMP apy 
must appropriate for peace as we DOI SPECIAL RATE FOR FAMILIES 7 
as for defense. f 57, Ys , Phone: LIBERTY 1490 i 
Zioni ization sf | hf (hh > N.Y. Off.: Tl 2-0401—ES 5-7136 
ce onal : po ne : —Al > WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS of 
th decisive stand taker by the : ona 
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Government of Israel in support 
of the United Nations Security 
Council resolutions against aggres- 
son in Korea. 

In this first great trial of the 
United Nations, the people of Is- 
rel, consistent with their adher- 
ence to the United Nations Char- 
ter, once again stand on the side 
of democracy and peace, just as 
in World War II, when they 
lfought against Nazism and Fas- 
cism. 

The Labor Zionist Organization 
lof America calls attention to the 
‘fact that, in contrast to the stand 
adopted by the Government of 
Israel, the governments of Egypt 
and other Arab states have de- 
clined to give their support to the 
United Nations resolutions. Once 
again, as in World War II, the 
Arab states remain neutral when 
democracy is tested in struggle. 

In view of this renewed demon- 
stration of the non-democratic 





‘character and unreliability of the 


Arab states, we strongly urge the 


‘great powers to discontinue the 


shipment of arms to the Arab 
countries, 


A PRESS FUND 
of 
$25,000 


was inaugurated at the 
celebration of the 


LABOR ZIONIST 
PUBLICATIONS 


held in New York on June 
20th on the occasion of the 
18th Anniversary of “DER 
YipisHER KEMFER” and the 
15th Anniversary of the “JEw- 
IsH FRONTIER.” The Trade 
Union Council for Israel, all 
New York branches of the 
Labor Zionist Movement, and 
friends of the publications 
contributed the sum _. of 
$11,500. 


The Labor Zionist Organi- 
zations throughout the coun- 
try are urged to make special 
appropriations to the Labor 
Zionist Press Fund to assure 
the maintenance and growth 
of our educational instru- 
ments. 
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